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Statement of Purpose

Glenunga International High School inspires every student to develop their 
potential as an internationally minded, critical thinking, responsible citizen.

Dear 2019 Year 8 Student

Our staff, students, families and school leaders look forward to you experiencing an enjoyable Year 7 – 8 
transition. We want to build on your learnings from your primary school and provide you with an excellent 
secondary education that supports you to discover our talents, passions and skills as part of becoming the 
adult that you wish to be when you leave Glenunga. 

Year 8 offers new opportunities and challenges – new friendship groups; different subjects, a wide range of 
teachers; and specialised facilities. We want you to enjoy learning, to achieve excellence and to build the 
foundations for successfully gaining your South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) or International 
Baccalaureate Diploma.

We are very proud of our students: their progress and achievements; their innovation and creativity; their 
participation in our Student Life/Sporting program; and the richness that is generated by a community 
where students come from over 74 different countries of birth.

Our students, staff and families are strongly committed to our community-developed School Values - Excel-
lencePB (defined as excellence to the power of personal best), OpportunityU (defined as opportunity to the 
power of you), International Mindedness and harmony - in every aspect of school life.  Violence, racism, 
bullying or substance abuse rarely happen and there is a zero tolerance of these or any other behaviours 
that disrupt the harmony of our school.

Our accreditation by the International Baccalaureate Organisation and by the Council of International 
Schools (CIS) formally acknowledges our commitment to continuous improvement and our school’s stand-
ards as being world class. In 2002 we were the first public school in South Australia to undergo the pres-
tigious CIS accreditation and we were one of the first public schools in Australia to become internationally 
accredited. In October 2012 we were reaccredited against a revised set of CIS standards and in October 
2017 we were amongst the first schools in the world to begin the new CIS five year reaccreditation process.

Our experienced and early career teachers are all committed to delivering exceptional classroom practice 
that develops all students’ 21st century skills and using student feedback to finetune their teaching to meet 
students’ learning needs. Since 2008 our school has been the Learning Technologies Secondary School for 
South Australia working with university partners from Flinders University and University of South Australia 
to better understand how technology can enrich face to face teaching.  In 2018 all Year 8 - 12 students are 
using laptops through the school; all subjects have their own virtual learning environments to support stu-
dents’ learning; all classrooms are equipped with interactive technology; and our teachers continue devel-
oping their technology to personalise students’ learning and to develop their collaborative problem-solving 
skills.

We invite you to read through this booklet to see the range of offerings available.  If you have any questions 
please ask them at the Parent Information Evening on Thursday 29 November (which is for parents only), 
the Student Transition Day on Tuesday 4 December or by emailing eleni.dalkos@gihs.sa.edu.au.

Wendy Johnson
Principal
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Important Calendar Dates for 
Term 3 & 4 2018 and January 2019

TERM 3 2018
SEPTEMBER Fri 7 Year 8 Enrolment forms due

• Student Enrolment Form
• Media Consent (compulsory)
• Yr 8 Subject Selection Form (compulsory)
• Computer User Agreement (compulsory)
• Music: Instrumental Tuition Form (optional)
School Tour 

(online registrations essential)

TERM 4 2018
OCTOBER Fri 19 School Tour – Final for 2018 (online registration es-

sential http://www.gihs.sa.edu.au/our-school/open-
day-school-tour-dates)

NOVEMBER Uniform fitting dates at Brandmode 83 Glen Osmond Road EASTWOOD
(Mon - Fri 9am to 5pm. Saturdays 9am to 12.30pm)

Mon 5 Nov - Sat 10 Nov A to G Uniform Fitting Week

Mon 12 Nov – Sat 17 Nov H to N Uniform Fitting Week

Mon 19 Nov – Sat 24 Nov O to T Uniform Fitting Week

Mon 26 Nov – Sat 1 Dec U to Z Uniform Fitting Week

Mon 15 Oct - Mon 3 Dec Yr 7 Laptop Learning Order Form & $400 deposit due

Thur 29 Nov Yr 7 Parent Information Evening 6.30pm

DECEMBER Tue 4 Dec Yr 7 Transition Day 8:30am-3:15pm

JANUARY Prior to start of school

From Mon 14 Jan Families to receive email communication in preparation 
for the start of 2019.  School fees invoices will be posted 
home during this week also. 

TERM 1 2019

Tue 29 Jan Start of School Year Term 1 2019

FEBRUARY Year 8 Camps Week 2: 4 – 8 Feb 
(more information to be given at Year 7 Parent Information Evening on 

Thursday 29 November)

Further dates of events will be published on the GIHS website once they have been confirmed
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Year 7 Transition Day Program

Sample Program
8.30 am         Year 7 Arrival, Registration, Principal Welcome

8.50 am         Introductions, Tour and Timetable for the day

9.50 am         English Readiness Task

10.30 am       Recess

10.50 am       Sample Lesson 1

11.15 am       Sample Lesson 2

12.10 pm       Sample Lesson 3

1.10 pm         Lunch

2.00 pm         Sample Lesson 4

3.00 pm         Assembly

     Reminders and Farewell

3.15 pm         Dismissal

Tuesday 4 December 2018

GIHS Gymnasium 

8.30 am - 3.15 pm
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1. Family members are warmly invited to attend a Parent Information Evening on Thursday 29  
November 2018 from 6.30 to 8.00 pm in the Performing Arts Centre (PAC) (off L’Estrange Street). This 
Information Evening will prepare the family for your son/daughter experiencing a full day transition 
visit for all Year 7 students on Tuesday 4 December 2018 from 8.30 am – 3.15 pm and for the exciting 
start of the 2019 year. Traditionally all incoming parents / caregivers attend this evening.  Parking can 
be challenging, so allow time to park and walk. Students are not expected to attend this event.

2. For the students’ Transition Visit on Tuesday 4 December 201 families will need to organise travel 
arrangements for their students to ensure punctual arrival and a safe journey home.  Students will be 
met by guides at the ‘blue’ wall facing the L’Estrange Street entrance who will direct them to the gym. 
Glenunga staff will brief students, answer questions and take introductory lessons while our current 
students will host orientation tours. Parentsa are welcome to attend the initial gathering in the gym 
at 8:50am. 
 

Students will need to bring their pen and pencils and wear their Year 7 school uniform.  The canteen 
will be available at recess and lunch.

3. We have enclosed forms in this Information Guide which need to be completed and returned to the 
Enrolment Officer at the school address.  The forms are:

• Student Enrolment Form*
• Laptop Learning Program Order Form (due between 15 October and 23 November with $400 deposit 

subject to confirmation of 2018 price from supplier)
• Year 8 Subject Selection Form* 
• Music: Instrumental Experience and Tuition Questionnaire / Instrument Selection Form*
• Uniform Price List and Order Form

*These forms need to be returned by Friday 7 September 2018 to maximise student curriculum 
choice.

4. Parents are invoiced for Materials and Services charges at the start of each year. These charges cover: 
the use of text books; curriculum materials; equipment; photocopying, internet and computing facili-
ties; and a range of services provided to students. 
 

Each year the Governing Council reviews these fees and then seeks approval from The Department 
for Education. For 2018 these charges were $805 plus relevant subject fees based on course selec-
tion. 

Getting Started At Glenunga International 
High School
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Year 8 students undertake the Australian Curriculum in all subject areas.  In addition our school Value of International 
Mindedness permeates the curriculum encouraging students to become responsible global citizens in the context of an 
international school. The curriculum provides opportunities for students to attain the skills and characteristics required 
to become a successful learner in the 21st century. The use of technology is central to the delivery of the curriculum and 
is used to enrich face to face learning. Teaching and learning focuses on engaging, challenging assessment tasks, critical 
literacy and numeracy development, and the use of higher order thinking skills to encourage deep understanding 
and creativity. Authentic and meaningful assessment practices provide opportunities for students to discover and 
demonstrate their personal best.

In the 21st century students will need skills that transcend academic knowledge. They will need the 4 C’s - Creativity, 
Critical Thinking, Collaboration and Communication. These skills permeate all curriculum at Glenunga and enable 
students to work in teams, to flexibly apply knowledge to solve problems and create new concepts. Glenunga is 
committed to holistic education which emphasises the school’s Values of ExcellencePB, OpportunityU, Harmony and 
International Mindedness. The Values guide our committment to academic excellence, student wellbeing and global 
citizenship to prepare students to thrive in the 21st century. The Program X strands of Learning, Wellbeing and 
International Mindedness develop in students the skills and understanding necessary for success at school and beyond. 

The Middle School curriculum is organised into eight Learning Areas:

• English
• Mathematics
• Technologies
• Languages (French, Japanese and Chinese)

• Science
• Humanities - History and Geography
• Health and Physical Education
• The Arts (Visual Art, Music and Drama) 

NOTE: Students take one term of two of these eg either 
Visual Art/Music, Visual Art/Drama or Drama/Music

2019 Year 8 Curriculum Pattern
The year is divided into two semesters – Semester 1 (Terms 1 and 2) and Semester 2 (Terms 3 and 4). All 
students study 7 subjects in each semester, a total of 14 subjects for the year (see below).

Year 8

English* Maths Science* History Language
Health & 
Physical 

Education

Technologies: 
Innovation,

Design & 
Digitronics

English* Maths Science* Geography Language  Arts Choice
Subject

*Subjects with an asterisk are completed in Home Group classes.

Home Group Based Subjects (4 Subjects in total) - all students must complete:
• A full year of English and Science with their Home Group class

Non-Home Group Based Subjects (10 Subjects in total) - all students must complete:
•  A full year of Maths in the appropriate readiness group (Higher Level, Standard Level or Standard Level with 

Support)
• 1 semester of History and 1 semester of Geography
•  A full year (2 semesters) of Language – French, Chinese or Japanese (same language for both semesters)
• 1 semester of Health and Physical Education (HPE)
• 1 semester of Arts (except for Specialist Music students see details on page 9)
• 1 semester of Technologies: Innovation, Design and Digitronics.

Learners and Learning in the Middle Years
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Choice Subject – students have 1 semester of free choice from any of the following subjects except for Spe-
cialist Music students (see details below):

Music Experience   Art Visual Specialist    Drama Specialist  
Recreational PE   Digitronics and Material Technologies Advanced PE

2019 Year 8 Curriculum Patterns for Students taking Specialist Music
 

Please note that Music Specialist has entry requirements.
Specialist Music students use their single choice option and do not complete the compulsory Arts Semester 
to enable them to select a full year of Music. Students selecting Music Specialist (full year) study the follow-
ing pattern:

Year 8

English* Maths Science* History Language
Health & 
Physical 

Education

Music 
Specialist 1

English* Maths Science* Geography Language
Technologies: 

Innovation, 
Design & 

Digitronics

Music 
Specialist 2

*Subjects with an asterisk are completed in Home Group classes.



9

LEARNING AREA

THE ARTS

ART & DRAMA 

or ART & MUSIC YEAR 8

Compulsory:

One semester of the Arts is compulsory in Year 8. To 

give students an opportunity to experience two of the 

three Arts offered at Glenunga the compulsory Year 

8 Arts subject comprises 2 x 10 week blocks of each 

subject. This means that students can choose ONE of 

the following:

• Art and Drama 

• Art and Music

• Drama and Music

Another semester of Drama or Art or Music Experience 

can be selected as a choice subject. Alternatively, 

students can select 2 semesters of Music Specialist as 

their compulsory Arts and choice subject. Students who 

undertake a term of music in semester 1 as part of their 

compulsory Arts subject (eg Art and Music combination) 

can study Music Specialist in semester 2 provided they 

have some skills in an instrument and can read music.

Length of Course:1 semester

Course Aim:

Introduce the skills and understandings required in the 

study of two areas of the Arts. This enables students to 

make a more informed selection in Year 9 Arts.

Course Description:

Students undertake 10 weeks of study in two areas of 

the Arts. The focus of the course is to give students the 

opportunity to learn and develop their skills in the Arts 

and to be able to appreciate the production and/or 

performance skills required in these areas of study.

Assessment:

Assessment tasks will be marked against criteria 

prescribed by the Australian Curriculum.

(Please see Year 8 Music Descriptors Page 37)

ART - VISUAL ART SPECIALIST YEAR 8

Optional

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

To develop skills needed for working with an extended 

range of methods and materials, and to develop an 

increased knowledge and appreciation of the world of 

visual art and design.

Course Description:

In this course students will have the opportunity to 

work with a range of specialist drawing and painting 

materials that may include watercolour, charcoal and 

pastel. They will learn printmaking techniques such as 

lino printing. The course includes a unit in sculpture using 

clay and other materials.

Assessment:

Assessment tasks will be marked against criteria 

prescribed by the Australian Curriculum.

DRAMA SPECIALIST YEAR 8

Optional

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

• To enable students to further develop their skills and 

knowledge in world theatre performance

• To enable students to communicate effectively  

through the language of space, movement, voice 

and gesture (analysing and understanding human 

behaviour)

• To evaluate their own work and that of others

• To examine a selection of world texts to develop an 

understanding of how cultural backgrounds can 

determine a person’s life/ character

• To build on a sense of success and self-confidence 
through working with an ensemble

• To develop performance and production skills for a 

public audience.

Course Description:

Students will continue to develop performance skills 

and will also be involved in page to stage processes 

including workshops, skills development and rehearsal.

They will engage in:

• A text-based public performance focusing on a 

theme, topic, social issue or theatrical style

• Play writing / Review writing / Evaluating and 

analysing text and performance

• Selecting and designing set, costume, lighting, 

sound and multi-media technology appropriate to 

production work.

Assessment:

Assessment tasks will be marked against criteria 

prescribed by the Australian Curriculum. Practical 

assessment will be in participation and performance 

of practical tasks. Written assessment will be related 

to learning experiences, including an analysis and 

evaluation of performance work, submitted in a student 

workbook or journal. Students will attend a live theatre 

performance and present an oral or written review.
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LEARNING AREA

THE ARTS

MUSIC SPECIALIST YEAR 8

Optional

Length of Course: 2 Semesters

Requirements for Success:

The ability to read music, and tuition on an instrument in 

primary school

Course Aim:

Students will further develop skills on their instrument(s), 

develop musical literacy and aural skills, and learn about 

music of various styles, periods and cultures, through 

performance, composition and listening activities.

Course Description:

This course will cover a variety of musical styles and forms 

through topic focuses such as Jazz, Film Music, World 

Music and Australian Music. Each topic will include 

composing, listening, theory and performing activities. 

Students will develop performance skills through class 

and group performances of a range of repertoire, 

providing the opportunity for the development of 

ensemble awareness. Students will learn to use music 

software to notate their compositions.

All students enrolled in specialist music must participate 

in a school ensemble, and should be receiving tuition on 

an instrument (either provided by a private teacher or 

through the school’s DECD provided instrumental tuition 

program). Free lessons are available for brass, wind, 

string, percussion instruments and voice for students 

enrolled in music as a classroom subject.

Assessment:

Assessment tasks will be marked against criteria 

prescribed by the Australian Curriculum. Students will 

be assessed on their contribution to both group and 

whole class performances. A series of small composition 

tasks will be given throughout the year, which will be 

marked together each semester as part of a portfolio. 

Listening skills and understanding of musical topics will 

be assessed through a combination of written tests and 

assignments.

MUSIC EXPERIENCE YEAR 8

Optional

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Requirements for success:

Some experience on an instrument or singing.

Course Aim:

To begin a course of study which includes the opportunity 

to learn to plan an instrument, or sing and take part in a 

variety of musical activities.

Course Description:

Students will study a range of music of different periods 

and styles through performing, composing, listening 

and score reading activities. Students will participate 

in practical ensemble work in class, and will need to 

continue lessons on their chosen instrument either at 

school or out of school. All students will be expected to 

play in a school ensemble.

Assessment Tasks:

Assessment tasks will be marked against criteria 

prescribed by the Australian Curriculum.
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LEARNING AREA

THE ARTS

 Instrumental Music Information

Glenunga  International  High  School  offers  an  exciting  music  program  with  opportunities  for  students  to  pursue  their music  
interests  and  talents. Students who select Music Specialist or Music Experience are expected to participate in one of the school’s 
ensembles. Students are able to take part in the Concert Band, Guitar Ensemble, Flute Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, String Ensemble 
Choir and/or Vocal Ensemble.  Other  specialised  groups  develop  during  the  year  to  accommodate  students’  interests. These  
groups  are given the opportunity to present their performance skills to a variety of audiences.

Department for Education Tuition

Under Department for Education Policy free tuition is available to students who are enrolled in Year 8 Music Specialist or those 
who are beginners taking Music and may continue into Music Specialist in Semester 2.  It is only available however in the following 
instruments: Flute; Clarinet; Saxophone; Trumpet; Trombone; Horn; Voice; Percussion; Violin; Viola. Students taking this tuition are 

required to participate in the school’s ensemble program as part of the reciprocity arrangements.

Private Tuition

Private tuition is available through the school to meet the demand for lessons in other instruments.  When placing students with 
private instructors priority is given to those who are studying Music Specialist or Music Experience and these students are required 
to participate in the school’s ensemble program.  

In addition, students who are not taking Music as a subject but are participating in the school’s ensemble program are eligible for 
private tuition through the school.  The fee is $30 per half hour weeklylesson and is negotiated directly with the individual teacher. 
Instruction is available in the following instruments: Cello, Piano, Bass Guitar, Guitar. Students taking this tuition are required to 
participate in the school’s ensemble program as part of the reciprocity arrangements.          

NB: The school does not act as an agent for this payment.

Enrolment Procedure for 2019

Please complete the Subject Selection Forms and the Instrumental Tuition Form 

and return these to the school.  

(See pages 21 & 23)
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LEARNING AREA

ENGLISH

LEARNING AREA

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PLUS (ELP)

ENGLISH

Compulsory

Length of Course: Full Year

Course Aim:

This course complies with the Australian Curriculum. 

It develops a range of skills in Literacy, the study of 

Literature and the capacity to use Language in a wide 

range of ways for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Course Description:

Students will undertake a range of activities including: 

the study of language through the:

• Explicit teaching of writing text types

• Introduction to the formal study of literature

• Expansion of oral skills. Students will utilise a 

range of ICT skills to enhance their learning. A 

focus on International Thinking in major studies 

develops students as global citizens. English as 

an Additional Language at Year 8 is part of the 

Australian Curriculum English program at Glenunga 

International High School.

Assessment:

Students are required to present a broad range of 

tasks which reflect their understanding of the content; 
ability to effectively organise thoughts and structure 

a response; ability to use language accurately and 
appropriately in a range of modes and forms. They are 

assessed using the Australian Curriculum Achievement 

Standards.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PLUS 8-10

Compulsory:

If students’ Australian Curriculum Literacy Levels are 

below an appropriate level for that year group, then 

they are required to study this course, in addition to two 

semesters of English.

Students are placed in the course on the basis of 

information gained from a writing assessment. 

Length of Course:

Two semesters. Students may exit this course at the end 

of semester 1 if their Literacy Levels have reached the 

appropriate level for that year group.

Course Aim:

English Language Plus is an English offering in Years 

8-10 which provides students with improved access, 

participation and achievement across the curriculum 

by developing their metacognitive and metalinguistic 

awareness of the language and literacy choices 

available to them in the English language. The course 

increases students’ understanding, use and control of 

key language resources to comprehend and compose 

formal, academic, ‘written-like’ texts. 

Course Description:

English Language Plus is an Australian Curriculum 

English course that emphasises the development of 

literacy skills. Students will be introduced to the Register 

Continuum and how to strategically manipulate its 

three independent variables for language and literacy 

improvement:

• Field: Expressing and developing ideas - to express 

learning area content and concepts with increasing 

detail, specificity/technicality and abstraction
• Tenor: Language for interaction - to take a stance 

and open up to and engage with other viewpoints

• Mode: Text structure and organisation - to structure 

and organise text and create cohesion and 

coherence: logical flow

Assessment:

Assessment of student progress is continuous and against 

Department for Education’s Language & Literacy Levels 

continuum. Students are shown how to manipulate 

the grammatical patterns in a range of genres (text 

types). Each student enrolled in English Language Plus 

is expected to move two Levels along the continuum 

per year.

LEARNING AREA

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

YEAR 8

Compulsory

Length of Course: 1 Semester Physical Education -1 term

Health -1 term

Course Aim:

• To develop students physically, socially and 

emotionally

• To develop students’ basic knowledge, 

understandings, skills and attitudes to start to make 

informed decisions about active and healthy living 

for themselves now and in the future.

Course Description:

In Physical Education students will develop their:

• Physical skills and fitness in soccer, badminton, Minor 
Games and dance

• Social skills and personal engagement in the above 

activities

• Understanding of movement, fitness and a healthy 
lifestyle.

In Health students will study:

• Nutrition: develop their knowledge and skills for 

healthy dietary practices

• Harm Minimisation-Drugs and Alcohol

• Wellbeing: mental health and resiliency

• Relationships: sexual health.

Assessment: 

In Health students will address:

• Engagement in class activities

• Moodle -based activities eg blogs

• Task sheets -analysis and evaluation
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• Self and peer assessment

• Oral presentations.

In Physical Education assessment criteria will address:

• Use of knowledge

• Performance and application

• Social skills

• Personal engagement.

Students will be assessed against the Australian 

Curriculum Achievement Standards.

ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION YEAR 8

Optional

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

• To develop students’ physical skills and fitness to an 
advanced level

• To involve students in the planning, organisation 

and officiating of activities.

Course Description:

In this course students will develop their skills, fitness and 
knowledge about physical activity to an advanced 

level, in a program designed specifically for the 
specialist sports person. This will involve developing not 

only physical skills, but also an understanding of the 

principles, tactics and rules associated with each of 

these activities.

Students will cover the following activities-fitness; 
Athletics, Volleyball, Korfball, Handball, Softball, Fitness 

and an elective. Other topics include: sports safety 

and warm ups/warm downs. Specialist coaching from 

outside agencies may be provided. This unit will focus 

on co-operation, support and teamwork.

Assessment:

• Performance checklists

• Assignments

• Self and peer assessment

• Oral presentation.

In Physical Education assessment criteria will address:

• Use of knowledge

• Performance and application

• Social skills

• Personal engagement.

Students are required to attend all course excursions.

RECREATIONAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

YEAR 8

Optional

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

• To provide a range of physical activities where the 

emphasis is on participation and enjoyment

• To understand the importance of physical activity in 

developing a healthy lifestyle.

Course Description:

In this course students will experience a range of physical 

activities with a focus on participation rather than 

LEARNING AREA

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

developing high skill levels, with a view to developing 

a daily healthy lifestyle. Students will select from the 

following activities – active games, futsal, orienteering, 

table tennis, and two electives. The approach through 

the unit will focus on co-operation, support and team 

work. Recreational excursions may  include a day of 

aquatics activities (eg windsurfing & sailing), 8-ball, ten 
pin bowling and orienteering in the foothills and ice 

skating.

Assessment:

• Performance checklists

• Assignments

• Self and peer assessment

• Oral presentation.

In Physical Education assessment criteria will address:

• Use of knowledge

• Performance and application

• Social skills

• Personal engagement. 

There will be a course fee.

Students are required to attend all course excursions.

LEARNING AREA

HUMANITIES

GEOGRAPHY YEAR 8

Compulsory (Australian Curriculum) 

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim: 

To develop a sense of wonder, curiosity, knowledge 

and interest about the variety of environments, peoples, 

cultures and places that exist throughout the world, as 

well as providing a sound geographical knowledge of 

their own place, of Australia, and the world.

Course Description:

The course is divided into two broad areas, Landforms 

and Landscapes and Changing Nations which is 

undertaken over the semester. Topics covered include 

the processes that shape individual landforms, the values 

and meanings placed on landforms and landscapes by 

diverse cultures, hazards associated with landscapes 

and management of landscapes. Students will also 

explore the significance of landscapes to people, 
including Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Peoples. 

Changing Nations will include the study of urbanisation 

and draws on a study of a country of the Asia region to 

show the change of urbanisation.

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on their level of knowledge 

and skills in a variety of tasks such as resource based 

learning, analysis and interpretation, with identified 
genre, criteria and scaffolding in each assessment task. 

Students are assessed using the Australian Curriculum 

Achievement Standards.
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LEARNING AREA

LANGUAGES

CHINESE BEGINNERS YEAR 8 

Length of Course: Full Year (Australian Curriculum)

Requirements for Success:

This subject is not suitable for students who are fluent 
native background speakers who have only recently 

arrived in Australia. This subject is suitable for students 

who have limited or no pre-knowledge of Chinese or 

are Background speakers.

Course Aim:

Students are introduced to the study of Chinese through 

the development of:

• Their ability to communicate in Chinese using pinyin 

and the Chinese script.

• Knowledge and understanding of Chinese culture 

and society and the capability to move between 

Chinese and English and to make comparisons.

• Language learning skills.

Course Description:

Topics studied include: self, family and pets, in the 

classroom, weather, daily routine, likes and dislikes.

Learning activities, supported by technology, include 

letter writing, guided composition, conversations, role 

plays, dialogues, listening tasks, projects and language 

games. The course includes exercises on tones, 

pronunciation and writing the script.

Assessment:

Formative assessment is ongoing. Summative assessment 

is based on a variety of tasks and is guided by the 

requirements of the Australian Curriculum, namely, 

assessment on oral, written and comprehension skills 

(reading and aural).

CHINESE HERITAGE YEAR 8 

Length of Course: Full Year 

Requirements for Success: 

Chinese spoken at home.

Course Aim: 

Students study Chinese through the development of: 

• Their ability to communicate in Chinese using pinyin 

and the Chinese script. 

• Knowledge and understanding of Chinese culture 

and society and the capability to move between 

Chinese and English and to make comparisons. 

• Language learning skills. 

Course Description: 

Topics studied include: self, family and pets, in the 

classroom, weather, daily routine, likes and dislikes. 

Learning activities, supported by technology, include 

letter writing, guided composition, conversations, role 

plays, dialogues, listening tasks, projects and language 

games. The course will also include exercises on tones, 

pronunciation and writing the script. 

Assessment: 

Formative assessment is ongoing. Summative assessment 

is based on a variety of tasks and is guided by the 

requirements of the Australian Curriculum, namely, 

assessment on oral, written and comprehension skills 

(reading and aural).

FRENCH YEAR 8

Length of Course: Full Year (Australian Curriculum)

Requirements for Success:

This subject is suitable for students who have limited or 

no pre-knowledge of French.

Course Aim:

The aim of the course is to introduce students to the 

study of French by promoting the development of:

• Their ability to communicate in French

• Knowledge and understanding of French culture 

and      society and the capability to move between 

French      and English and to make comparisons

• Language learning skills.

Course Description:

Topics studied include self and family, in the classroom, 

food and drink and leisure activities. Learning activities, 

supported by Moodle sites and other technology, include 

letter writing, guided compositions, conversations, role 

plays, dialogues, listening tasks, projects and language 

games.

Assessment:

Formative assessment is ongoing. Summative assessment 

is based on a variety of activities and is guided by the 

requirements of the Australian Curriculum, namely, 

assessment on oral, written and comprehension skills 

(reading and aural).

HISTORY YEAR 8

Compulsory (Australian Curriculum) 

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

To provide a study of the history from the end of the 

ancient period to the beginning of the modern period 

(c650CE – c1750).

Course Description:

The topics will include a compulsory Overview followed 

by three Depth Studies covering The Western and Islamic 

World (The Vikings, or Medieval Europe, or The Ottoman 

Empire or Renaissance Italy), The Asia-Pacific World 
(The Angkor/Khmer Empire, or Shogunate Japan, or The 

Polynesian expansion across the Pacific) and Expanding 
Contacts (Mongol Expansion, or The Black Death in 

Asia, Europe and Africa, or The Spanish Conquest of the 

Americas).

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on their level of knowledge 

and skills in a variety of tasks such as resource based 

learning, analysis and interpretation, with identified 
genre, criteria and scaffolding in each assessment task.

LEARNING AREA

HUMANITIES

LEARNING AREA

LANGUAGES
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JAPANESE YEAR 8

Length of Course: Full Year

Requirements for Success:

This subject is suitable for students who have limited or 

no pre-knowledge of Japanese.

Course Aim:

Students will be introduced to the study of Japanese 

through the development of:

• Their ability to communicate in Japanese using 

Romaji and the Japanese script, Hiragana and 

some characters, Kanji

• Knowledge and understanding of Japanese culture 

and society and the ability to move between 

Japanese and English and to make comparisons

• Language learning skills.

Course Description:

Topics studied include: greetings, self-introductions, 

counting, family, pets, food and drink, sports and 

hobbies and weekend and after-school activities.

Learning activities, supported by Moodle sites and 

other technology, include exercises on pronunciation 

and writing the script, role plays, paired activities, aural 

exercises, guided compositions, matching exercises, 

crosswords and language games translating and multi-

modal presentations.

Assessment:

Formative assessment is ongoing. Summative assessment 

is based on a variety of activities and is guided by the 

Australian Curriculum, namely, assessment of oral, 

written and comprehension skills (reading and aural).

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS (HIGHER LEVEL / STANDARD 

LEVEL) YEAR 8

Compulsory

Length of Course: Full Year

Course Aim:

Standard Level Maths: Develop mathematical 

competency in choosing and using mathematics 

to solve problems in line with the Year 8 Australian 

Curriculum. Students demonstrate their understanding 

and fluency in using mathematics in a range of situations 
and their ability to reason and problem solve. 

Higher Level Maths: Cover the entire Standard Level 

Maths course and extend algebraic skills with an 

emphasis on problem solving and higher order thinking. 

Students complete extension activities and are 

introduced to more challenging concepts and content. 

These courses lead to Year 9 Mathematics (Higher Level 

/ Standard Level).

LEARNING AREA

LANGUAGES

LEARNING AREA

MATHEMATICS

LEARNING AREA

MATHEMATICS

Course Description:

Each course covers the Australian Curriculum strands 

of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry 

and Statistics and Probability. The program incorporates 

developing technology skills, including the use of 

graphics calculators and student laptops to consolidate 

mathematical concepts and to provide opportunities for 

students to analyse and interpret real life mathematical 

models.

Assessment:

Students are assessed using tests and folio tasks 

(individual and collaborative) with and without the use 

of ICT. Students need to complete regular homework to 

successfully complete all aspects of this course. 

STANDARD LEVEL MATHS (WITH SUPPORT) 

YEAR 8

Compulsory

Length of Course: Full Year

Course Aim:

Develop mathematical competency and confidence 
in the basic skills of the Year 8 Australian Curriculum 

mathematics course. Students complete a modified 
program and will be provided with additional support as 

required. Students need to demonstrate understanding, 

fluency and an ability to problem solve.

Course Description:

The course covers the basic skills from the Australian 

Curriculum strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement 

and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. The 

program incorporates developing technology skills, 

including the use of scientific calculators and student 
laptops to consolidate mathematical concepts and 

to provide opportunities for students to work on real life 

applications.

Assessment:

Students are assessed using tests and folio tasks 

(individual and collaborative) with and without the use 

of ICT. Students need to complete regular homework to 

successfully complete all aspects of this course. 

LEARNING AREA

SCIENCE

GENERAL SCIENCE YEAR 8

Compulsory Length of Course: Full Year

Course Aim:

• To gain knowledge and understanding, skills and 

attitudes, in relation to the scientific method
• To gain an appreciation of the integration of the 

various sciences

Course Description:

This course comprehensively covers the range of 

knowledge, skills and key ideas recommended by the 

Australian Science Curriculum Framework.
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INNOVATION, DESIGN AND DIGITRONICS 

YEAR 8

Compulsory Unit

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

Technologies aims to develop creative and innovative 

problem solving. Students will analyse problems, design 

and create solutions and evaluate their outcomes. 

Students will engage in contemporary and emerging 

technologies throughout the use of the design cycle:

Course Description:

Students will be given the opportunity to:

• Design and create solutions to authentic problems 

using a variety of materials and processes. 

• Use computational thinking to solve problems 

through simple game making and programming

Assessment:

Students are assessed against the Australian Curriculum 

Standard 7/8.

DIGITRONICS AND MATERIAL 

TECHNOLOGIES YEAR 8

Optional Unit

Length of Course: 1 Semester

Course Aim:

Technologies aims to develop creative and innovative 

problem solving. Students will analyse problems, design 

and create solutions and evaluate their outcomes. 

Students will engage in contemporary and emerging 

technologies throughout the use of the design cycle:

Course Description:

Students will be given the opportunity to:

• Produce design solutions using a variety of material 

options (wood/metal/plastics/paper) within a 

workshop environment

• Work independently and collaboratively to develop 

innovative solutions to solve real world challenges 

LEARNING AREA

TECHNOLOGIES

Topics include:

Working Scientifically, Cells, Growth and Reproduction, 
Living systems, Using energy, Physical and Chemical 

Changes, Elements, Compounds and Mixtures, Rocks, 

Exploration and Mining.

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on their level of knowledge, 

practical skills and research skills. Tasks include tests 

(both theory and practical), practical reports, research 

activities, homework exercises and oral and written 

assignments. Students are assessed using the Australian 

Curriculum Achievement Standards.

LEARNING AREA

SCIENCE
         using robotics, programming and electronic systems

• Develop knowledge and understanding of digital 

systems.

Assessment:

Students are assessed against the Australian Curriculum 

Standard 7/8.

LEARNING AREA

TECHNOLOGIES
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WINTER SPORT 
Term 2 and 3

Saturday

Soccer (Boys)

Basketball (Boys)

Hockey (Mixed)

Monday

Fencing

Tuesday

Soccer (Girls)

Wednesday

Football AFL

Netball (Girls)

Thursday

Football AFL (Girls)

Friday

Table Tennis (Mixed)

SUMMER SPORT 
Term 1 and 4

Saturday

Cricket (Boys)

Badminton (Mixed)

Monday

Fencing

Tuesday

Volleyball (Girls)

Wednesday

Basketball (Girls)

Tennis (Girls)

Thursday

Tennis (Boys)

Friday

Volleyball (Boys)

2019 SPORTS PROGRAM



47

STUDENT CLUBS

Ambassadors Club
Amnesty International 
Anime and Manga Club
Art Club
Astronomy Club
Athletics Club
Board Games Club
Business Club
Cancer Council Club
Chess Club
Chinese Club
Christian Club
Coffee Club
Comedy Club
Cycling Club
Disney Club
Dumbledore’s Army
EDM Club
eSports Club
Film Club
Flight Club
French Club
Global Sustainability Action Group
History Club
Horizons Club
House of Cards
HUB Club
Indian Cultural Club
Japanese Club
K-Pop Club
LEO Club
LGBTQI S.A.F.E Club
Meditation Club
Musical Theatre Club
Origami Club
Penpals Club
Ruhi Club
The Sanctuary Club
Table Tennis Club
TED Talks Club
Weights Training & Fitness Club
World Wildlife Club

STUDENT COUNCILS

Wellbeing Council
International Mindedness Council
21st Century Learners Council

STUDY GROUPS

Chinese Study Club
English Conversation Club
French Study Club
Japanese Study Club
Maths Help Club

MUSIC GROUPS

Brass Ensemble
Jazz Band
Choir
Concert Band
Flute Ensemble 
Guitar Ensemble
Jazz Vocal Ensemble
Percussion Ensemble
String Orchestra

OTHER GROUPS

Computer Crew
Darts Club
Running and Endurance Training

SCHOOL EVENTS

40 Hour Famine
City to Bay Fun-Run
Harmony Week: Globeshakers
Infinite Echo Music Festival
International Day
International Women’s Day
Live Below the Line
Reconciliation Week
Refugee Week
Remembrance Day
UN Youth events
Wellbeing Week
Youth Parliament Week

LEADERSHIP ROLES

ARA Youth Ambassadors 
Club Captains
Events Crew
Home Group Leader
House Captains
Peer Support Leaders
Prefects
Student Forum
Student Leaders
Oaktree Youth Ambassador 
Cancer Council
Learning Hub Committee
Wellbeing Council

COMPETITIONS 

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

ANZAC Prize
Australian Geography Competition
Australian Mathematic Competition
Debating SA
Duke of Edinburgh Awards
Lions Club Scholarship
Lions Youth of the Year 
MASA Maths Competition
Mock Trial Competition
Old Scholars IB Scholarship
Oliphant Science Awards
Pedal Prix
Plain English Speaking Awards
Premier’s Reading Challenge

Probus Public Speaking Competition
Rostrum Voice of Youth 
Science Olympiad

SPORT EVENTS

Sports Day
Swimming Carnival
Inter-House Tournaments
Inter-School Carnival
Seasonal School Sports
Southern Zone
State Knockout

2019 STUDENT LIFE PROGRAM

All students are expected to join at least one Student Life Club
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Lesson 2 

9:50 (55 min) 
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Lesson 1 
8:45 (65 min) 
Line 6 
 

 

 

Lesson 2 

9:50 (60 min) 
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Home Group Yr 8 - 11 
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 Lesson 4 
2:05 (80 min) 
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Lesson 6 
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9:50 (10 min) 
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Please flip to the back for Laptop Learning Program 2019 booklet

NOTES


