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Term 2 has begun in the normal Glenunga event-
rich manner with our Music groups attending 
the Generations in Jazz festival in the South East; 
our athletics squad blasting its way into the top 
division alongside the elite sporting schools; 
our student conferences and subject interviews 
focussed on improving learning; our mesmerising 
Year 12 and 11 Drama performances; a wonderful 
Reconciliation Week; NAPLAN for all our Year 9s; 
and a visit to our school by the world leader of 
the International Baccalaureate Organisation Dr 
Siva Kumari.

Proud Moments
One of the highlights of Reconciliation Week - 
along with the smoking ceremony and digeridoo 
playing - was one of our students winning the 
Dame Roma Mitchell scholarship for indigenous 
students. It was a very proud moment at the 
Town Hall for our school and his family when 
Rhys Peden (pictured below) +was announced 
as a winner of this prestigious scholarship. If 
you have attended a school assembly you would 
have seen Rhys doing the Acknowledgement of 
Country. Congratulations Rhys!

We were also very proud as a school community 
to host the visit of the IBO Director-General 
Dr Siva Kumari and to welcome the leaders of 
all independent and public South Australian 
IB schools to Glenunga. Our student leaders 
conducted the welcome ceremony and then sat 
in on Dr Kumari’s briefing of all the IB Heads and 
Leaders about the new developments in the IB 
at global level. 

Dr Kumari was delighted with the student 
involvement and commented that she hadn’t 
had the experience of providing a joint briefing to 
both students and adults in all the visits she has 
undertaken around the world. Our students also 
had the opportunity to host Dr Kumari in various 
IB classes and she was very impressed with what 
she observed. Finally senior IB students were 
able to be involved in a Q and A session with Dr 
Kumari which she enjoyed very much as did the 
students.

Student Learning – Conferences and Interviews
One of our important school Values is Excellence 
defined in terms of every student achieving 
their personal best. In order to create a learning 
environment where this Value is delivered 
students and staff engage in extensive feedback 
processes. As part of our commitment to 
continuous improvement staff are also involved 
in challenging professional learning. 

We have also restructured our conferencing 
system so that we meet with all students and 
their families. Then we have the opportunity 
to follow up with students who need additional 
support to deliver their personal best. 

In Week 1 Term 2 students met with their Home 
Group/Student Advisor teachers and families 
to reflect on their start to the academic year - 
their strengths and areas for development as 
well as their goals for the remainder of the year. 
Although this was a big investment of school and 
family time we know that the more students
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reflect on their learning and set specific short term 
goals the more their outcomes improve. 

In Week 4 subject teachers conducted invitational 
interviews with students and their families related 
to results in Term 1 reports that were ‘C-‘, ‘D’ or ‘E’ 
grades or any student who was not achieving their 
personal best. The purpose was to support students 
to understand what they needed to do differently 
and what support from school and home would be 
beneficial. 

A number of appointments were also conducted at 
alternatives times to better match family commitments. 
Some time slots were available for families whose 
students were achieving their personal best but who 
wanted to meet new teachers or talk about the next 
steps.

Sub School teams also met the handful of students 
who scored two or more ‘D’ or ‘E’ grades and their 
families. Our aim is for every Glenunga student to 
achieve ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ results – given the experience and 
expertise of the Glenunga staff and the school value of 
ExcellencePB.

We really appreciated the fact that families understood 
the importance of them giving up precious time in 
their busy schedules to accompany their students to 
the conferences and interviews. This commitment 
strengthens the partnership between school and family 
to get the best outcomes possible for every student 
and to ensure that every student is progressing at an 
appropriate rate.

Student Learning – Staff Learning
One of the contributing factors to our students’ 
ongoing success is the commitment of staff to continue 
to collaboratively develop their professional learning. 
This occurs in teachers’ and leaders’ team meetings on 
Monday and Wednesday after school as well as during 
our Wednesday morning late start and on Student 
Free Days. 

On Tuesday 13 June all teachers in the East Adelaide 
secondary schools such as Marryatville, Glenunga, 
Adelaide, Norwood Morialta and Charles Campbell 
will come together to share approaches to moderating 
Year 8 – 10 students’ work in terms of the Australian 
Curriculum Achievement Standards. Teachers will 
undertake quality assurance processes to ensure that 
our grades are consistent across all our schools.

This huge logistical undertaking is made possible by 
schools agreeing to link their Student Free Days and 
our communities supporting this process.

We are very grateful to our families for their support 
for our work on improving teacher practice in order to 
enable every student to achieve their personal best. 

NAPLAN
In Week 2 our Year 9s were involved in NAPLAN, which 
is one of the many ways we get information about the 
support or extension needs of our students. We use 
our NAPLAN data to inform English and Maths teachers 
about individual student needs and to ensure we are 
covering the curriculum appropriately. We also track 
students who have scored at or just above the national 
minimum standard and those students in the highest 
bands to ensure that their performance in Year 10 – 
12 is supported and/or extended. This data is showing 
very consistent results for our high band students 
and our students who needed support are almost all 
achieving at ‘C’ grade or above in SACE.

Annual Report/Strategic Directions
We encourage all families to peruse our 2016 Annual 
Report which is attached to this Newsletter. It details 
our Strategic Directions: High Quality Teaching and 
Learning; International Mindedness; and Student 
Wellbeing. It also provides evidence of our students’ 
achievements at all year levels and in external 
assessments such as NAPLAN, SACE and International 
Baccalaureate Diploma. A more detailed version is 
available on our website.

Student Learning - Concerns
In our community of over 1700 students the teaching 
styles of teachers and learning styles of students 
usually match really well. However if you have any 
concerns about your son or daughter’s progress - 
particularly when you access information from the 
Parent Portal - please email the subject teacher and 
arrange a time to talk. 

At the start of the year we sent out to families a 
document showing who to contact at school in relation 
to different issues. We have attached this information 
for you. If you are concerned about several subjects or 
if there are wellbeing issues then please contact the 
Sub School Leader. You may also want to chat with a 
member of our Wellbeing Team who can be contacted 
through Student Services on the school number.

If you have a concern about teacher quality please 
email me on wendy.johnson@gihs.sa.edu. 

The important thing is to let us know quickly so that 
we can work with you to resolve the issue.

Wendy Johnson
Prinicpal



3

G
ov

er
ni

ng
 C

ou
nc

il 
Re

po
rt

Pr
ef

ec
t R

ep
or

t
2017 Prefect Report

Throughout Term 1, the prefects were lucky enough to 
be involved in many exciting celebrations and events 
as well as planning for Glenunga’s future. This included 
Harmony and Sports Day, International Women's Day, 
and Earth Hour day. 

Currently underway is the development of the 
International strand of Program X which has been 
diligently worked on by the International Mindedness 
Council along with Donna, Angela and Jesse. Term 
1 also saw the creation of the Council of Wellbeing, 
which will be focussing on the promotion and de-
stigmatisation of the concept of ‘wellbeing’. Rhys 
and Drishti have been leading this initiative, with 
the members of the Council excited to transform the 
perceptions of wellbeing at the school. The council is 
currently working on an initiative titled ‘Catch Up Cafe’ 
allowing students to discuss wellbeing in a casual and 
friendly atmosphere. Coinciding with this, the forum 
members have been selected and are well underway in 
achieving their goals for 2017. The two student bodies 
will be collaborating to encourage the discussion of 
wellbeing at the school, amongst other objectives. 

In the latter part of Term 1 the prefects were able to 
break down the student-staff survey and present the 
key points in a prefect-run staff conference, using 
flipped learning. The prefects were also able to present 
these key points to our Governing Council. From these 
discussions, insight was gathered that the prefects are 
in the process of reverberating back to the students. 

The bell competition has been established as an 
initiative by the prefects, organised by Dallas which has 
become a great success, with over 600 people involved 
in Term 1. Along with this, planning is well under way 
for entertainment in the Learning Hub during recess 
and lunch, to help demonstrate the magnificent talent 
we have here at Glenunga. 

On the horizon, Wellbeing Week planning is in full 
swing, involving both the House Captains and Prefect 
team. Wellbeing Week is looking bigger and better this 
year with feedback from students integrated into the 
event. Organisation for Infinite Echo has also begun 
with the support of Midhun, Angela, Kyla, Indigo, Layla 
and Drishti.

The promotion and advocacy of the Environment at 
Glenunga has also continued to flourish with a whole 
school effort to reduce energy usage in classrooms on 
Earth Hour Day, where all non-essential lights were 
switched off for the entire day. The Environment Club,

developed an updated waste video, aimed at raising 
awareness for the amount of rubbish that is sent to 
landfill from Glenunga.

Kyla Sipthorp and Jesse Hansen
Head Prefects

Governing Council Report

The new Governing Council is continuing to work in 
a productive and co-operative partnership with the 
Executive Leadership team supporting the governance 
and strategic directions of the school.

The Council had a half day strategic planning workshop 
on Sunday 21 May where we looked at our vision for 
the school and where accreditations like IB and CIS 
(Council of International Schools) fit.  It was clear from 
this session that the council is expecting the school 
and public education in South Australia to be facing 
ongoing change and challenges in the 21st Century 
and that strong, focussed leadership will continue to 
be important.

The council is preparing for the initial CIS accreditation 
visit in September this year and ensuring that we 
are meeting the accreditation criteria to the highest 
level.  By doing this we can ensure that the full CIS visit 
will focus on the areas of strategic importance to the 
school community rather than a general audit.

The Community Engagement Committee organised the 
Quiz Night on Saturday 3 June.  Funds from the night 
will be used in part for the grounds redevelopment 
and the Sam Kellet memorial which will be installed 
this year.   

This fundraising is different from the work that the 
Project GRO is doing which is looking at ways for the 
school community to fund the 21st century education 
that our children expect, but which is not 100% 
funded by the current government funding.  The 
project team have been doing enormous amounts 
of work establishing frameworks and plans.  You can 
expect to hear more from them and hopefully be able 
to contribute to the ongoing delivery of exceptional 
teaching and learning at Glenunga.

If you have any questions for the Governing Council 
the contact details are on the website. We welcome all 
feedback, discussion, suggestions and are available for 
conversations about the school governance by email 
and phone.

Felicity Playford
Governing Council Secretary
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RITSUMEIKAN GLOBAL SUMMIT 2017

International mindedness is a growth mindset which is open to interconnectedness and interdependence between 
different people through critical inquiry and ethical considerations in response to changing local and global contexts.
The school value of International Mindedness is strongly represented in the many programs that are organised and 
celebrated at GIHS.

In February 2017, it was my pleasure to accompany four students from GIHS to the Global Summit at Ritsumeikan 
Junior High School in Kyoto, Japan.  The Summit was designed to engage students in global thinking with peers from 
around the world.

The collaboration between our schools ensured that we delivered a highly successful program and that students 
were engaged and motivated. Our students were fortunate to experience Japanese life and culture first hand and 
have forged lifelong friendships with students from the school and their homestay families.  Students participated 
in many activities such as, representing GIHS in the school performance and the presentation of their cultural item; 
they also collaborated with their Japanese class members to produce a class item that was performed in the closing 
ceremony, and experienced family life with their homestays.  

We met students and teachers from 11 schools around the world and we shared stories, took the opportunity to 
network and exchanged ideas during the two weeks we spent together. Everyone spoke highly of our Glenunga 
students and I am very privileged to have shared the Global Summit experience in Japan with them. Our students 
were a credit to themselves and to GIHS. 

I would like to thank Fern Seacombe and the IM team for putting together such a fantastic program and raising the 
profile of IM in our school community. A special thank you to Andrea McLennan-Heigel who has run and coordinated 
the program for 10 years and to our hard working IM team. This initiative was a culmination of a partnership between 
GIHS and Ritsumeikan Junior High School. 

Anna De Minico
Year 12 Sub School Assistant Leader

Teacher Librarian

GLOBAL SUMMIT EXPERIENCE

Earlier this year, our school was invited to take part 
in the 2017 Ritsumeikan Global Summit. The event 
held at Ritsumeikan Junior and Senior High School 
in Kyoto, Japan was aimed at students, encouraging 
them to learn about cultures and build friendships 
with other students from around the world.

On February 2nd, I left Adelaide with Andrea, Hanna 
and Ellie. We were excited for the opportunity to go 
to Japan and represent the school and the country 
at the event. There was a lot of preparation that had 
to be done before we left. Every participating school 
had to organise a workshop and a performance 
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showcasing their country’s culture. For our 
presentation, Ellie and I talked about Australian 
animals, before Hanna and Andrea performed a 
dance, based on Australian animals. It was fun to 
perform to the Junior High School students and 
interesting to see some of the performances that the 
other schools had prepared.

During our time in Kyoto, we stayed with Japanese 
host families. My host family were very kind 
and welcoming. Staying with them was a great 
opportunity to experience what everyday life was like 
in Japan. After three years of studying, it was also a 
chance to put my Japanese to the test. I tried, and 
no doubt embarrassed myself, but I was surprised 
by how many sentences I could eventually string 
together. One of my favourite things about the trip 
was the food, which mainly consisted of rice, noodles 
and seafood. Using chopsticks was difficult at first, 
but I finally got the hang of it by the end of the trip.

There were many things about Japan that surprised 
me during my stay. These included having to 
take your shoes off every time you went inside a 
house or school, the futuristic bathrooms and that 
Japanese students have to go to school on Saturdays! 
Despite this, I realised that life in Japan is not too 
different from what we are used to in Australia. The 
Ritsumeikan Global Summit was an amazing and 
valuable experience to me. I was able to fulfil one 
of my dreams to visit Japan and learnt a lot about 
its culture during my stay. Living with a host family 
was a great opportunity for me to practise and 
improve my Japanese skills. I made many friends 
from around the world. I encourage everyone who 
has the opportunity to go on an exchange because it 
is an amazing experience and a great way to practise 
Glenunga’s International Mindedness value.

William Richards
11.12
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Hong Kong University Graduates come to Glenunga

On 12 May we were privileged to view an adaptation 
of Moliere’s Les Femmes Savantes or The Learned 
Ladies, which is a satiric look at academic pretension 
and female education and the rights parents have over 
their children’s lives (HK ELD Review, 2013). The play 
originally premiered in 1672 and quickly became one 
of Moliere’s most popular plays. 

The Shadow Players are a group of Hong Kong University 
Graduates who were able to integrate this timeless 
comedy into a contemporary Hong Kong setting, 
demonstrating how the ideas of the seventeenth 
century are still relevant today. 

The colourful characters and costumes were very much 
appreciated by a full house in our PAC. All Specialist 
Drama students from Year 8 – 12 were invited to attend 
along with our international students. The performance 
allowed our students to experience the high quality 
work of an international touring theatre company. 
Performed in English the play was easily accessible 
to our students. The play discussed themes such as 
the relationship between parents and their children, 
between education and power, and asks what is true 
learning? 

It was a pleasure to view this interpretation of Moliere’s 
work which included the use of cleverly designed and 
manufactured collapsible furniture, purpose built 
for travelling the show on the road. Our students 
thoroughly enjoyed this experience which also allowed 
for some participation including technical and acting 
support.

David Hill
Drama Teacher
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SPORTS DAY 2017
The gods again blessed us with fine and mild weather conditions for 
our annual Inter-House Sports Day on Tuesday 21 March. This event 
ran parallel with Harmony Day. There were over 1,200 students 
participating in Sports and Harmony Day activities and stalls. It was 
a real spectacle to see so many students participating in the varied 
and fun events. The atmosphere was very positive and students 
displayed great support for their Houses throughout the day.

On Wednesday 8 March, the 400M and Field events were 
conducted. Four records were broken during this time.  Tara Girardi 
created two new records in Girls Under 16 Shot Put with 11.02m 
and Discus with 27.05m. Marci Litinas broke the Open Girls Triple 
Jump record with a jump of 10.62m and then broke the Long Jump 
record with a leap of 10.62m. 

At the 1500m events on Wednesday 15 March, Miles Weder performed sensationally and equalled the 1500m Open 
Boys record with a time of 4mins 30.00secs.

On Sports Day Natalie Brooks broke her sister’s 800m record with a time of 2mins 36.97 secs. To finish our Inter-
House competition all Boys Teams in the Open Relays broke the old mark. The eventual winners were Earth House 
with a new record time of 48.83 after Air House were disqualified for an illegal change.

Six records were broken throughout the three days of competition, reflecting the high level of athletic ability 
displayed by the students. Well done to all competitors for giving their personal best!

There were many other inter-house sporting competitions keenly contested including Netball, Tug-a-War, Soccer, 
Aussie Rules and Dodge Ball. Aussie Rules competitions were particularly well supported by both genders (a 
testament to the growing interest in Girls/ Women’s Australian Rules Football). There were also sack race relays 
conducted by Harmony Day student organisers. All these events were performed with a high level of enthusiasm, 
skill and team work. 

The House Captains continued the students’ good form with a solid performance in the last relay event against the 
teachers. Students finished 1st and 2nd with the educators way back in 3rd place!

In the House Competition it was FIRE House who won an extremely close encounter from WATER, AIR and EARTH.

There are many people who contribute to ensuring the success and enjoyment of Sports Day. GIHS Staff members 
assisted with officiating and supervision roles. Some of these 
duties are highly specialised and many staff members have 
become extremely efficient in their officiating duties. Thank 
you for your continued support. 

Special mentions to the following people who made 
exceptional efforts before, during and after Sports Day. The 
Physical Education Staff, the Student House Leaders, Ms 
Ladner’s Year 11 Sports Management Class, Allan Hutchinson, 
the SSO staff, catering staff and students. Special thanks to 
Eastern Districts Little Athletics for the use of their High Jump 
Equipment/Timing Systems and to SA Rugby League for the 
use of their canopies. 

Rex Wright 

HOUSE POINTS TALLY

AIR              2361

EARTH       2035

FIRE            2465

WATER      2447
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Sports Day Age Group Champions
U/14 boys: Dillon Howie  FIRE - Champion
       Benedik Futty-Ferdinandy AIR - Runner-Up

U/14 girls: Mieke Steenkamp  EARTH - Champion
      Aimee Braun   FIRE - Runner-Up

U/15 boys: Denzel Brooks  AIR - Champion 
       Nam Hoang Nguyen  WATER - Runner Up

U/15 girls: Stella Benger   AIR - Champion
      Hannah Podnar  WATER - Runner-Up

U/16 boys: Cameron Blackwell  FIRE - Champion
       Harry Allen   AIR - Runner-Up

U/16 girls: Lucy Griffiths   AIR - Champion
      Mia Reilly   EARTH - Runner-Up

Open boys: Miles Weder  WATER - Champion
        Zac Georgio   AIR - Runner-Up
        Samuel Druce  AIR - Runner-Up

Open girls: Natalie Brooks   EARTH - Champion
       Marci Litinas   EARTH - Runner-Up
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2017 Athletics SA KO Competition
GIHS competed at the South Australian Knockout 
Athletics championships on Tuesday 23 May. The 
event was held at the SA Athletics Stadium. Our school 
entered two Junior (U14) boys and girls teams, two 
Intermediate (U16) Boys teams, three Intermediate 
Girls teams and one Open Boys teams.  Overall, 71 
students had the opportunity to represent the school 
in a range of events.

We had some outstanding performances on the day, 
highlighted below:
Senior Boys – 2nd Place
Junior Boys – GIHS 1 - 2nd Place
Intermediate Girls – GIHS 1 – 2nd Place
Intermediate Boys – GIHS 1 – 3rd Place

The silver medal winning teams have now earnt the 
right to represent South Australia at the National Teams 
Championships in Adelaide at the end of November.

Craig Rainsford
Director of Sport

Open Girls AFL Footy
On Thursday 18 May, Glenunga International High 
School entered a new era in the sporting realm. Our 
very first Open Girls Football Team represented the 
school in a KO tournament. In the past, various girls’ 
football teams have played, however, the rules have 
been modified and played on smaller fields. Yesterday 
the girls were able to showcase their skills on a full 
scale field with no modified tackling or contact rules in 
a full version of the sport.

There were some big hits, fierce tackles, exceptional 
skills and amazing teamwork from the Glenunga girls. 
After winning the first game by a significantly large 
margin, the girls put together a hard-fought team 
effort but unfortunately pulled up short by 4 points to 
the eventual winners Heathfield High School.

All of the girls should be commended for their efforts 
yesterday and for their dedication to the team by 
training for multiple weeks prior to the competition. In 
particular, the Year 12 girls that put this team together 
and helped pave the road for the future allowing 
girls at Glenunga to have this fantastic opportunity to 
showcase their skills on this stage.

Paul Mildren
Coach/PE Teacher

Sports Report 

KO Sports Update
Congratulations to the following KO teams on their 
successes in the first round of their respective 
competitions.  All teams listed now advance to the 
second or final round later this term.

Open Boys KO Indoor Soccer - defeated Adelaide High 
6 to 1 in the Zone Grand Final and advance to Finals 
Round in Week 10, Term 2.

Open Boys AFL Footy – defeated Unley by 8 goals and 
Cabra by 6 goals.  Will now play Nazareth College and 
Aberfoyle Park in Round 2 to be played later in the year.

State Selection
Congratulations to the students listed below who have 
been selected to represent SA in a Sport this semester:
Amy Steven – Triathlon
Emily Steven – Triathlon
Jana Milutinovic – Indoor & Beach Volleyball
Tara Phillips – Indoor Volleyball  
Cameron Blackwell - Baseball
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School based Apprenticeships  

Many industry employers continue to appreciate the 
advantages in commencing an apprentice or trainee in 
a part-time school-based capacity. 

School-based apprenticeships have become a preferred 
option with many employers who are seeking to train 
and take on part-time staff. It is a great opportunity 
for Year 10, 11 and 12 students who know their career 
pathway, to approach employers for apprenticeship 
and traineeship prospects.

For students, it is a chance to showcase their skills 
and start their formal apprenticeship contract, 
working on average 8-25 hours per week. They have 
the opportunity to earn wages and at the same time 
accrue credits for completing their SACE.

Annie had the opportunity to do some work experience 
with Rebecca and she found she really enjoyed the 
work. The Apprenticeship Broker, Vicki Bryant was 
contacted and she facilitated the process of a contract 
for a school based Hairdressing apprenticeship.

Annie now works one school day weekly as well as an 
evening and Saturdays. Her trade training of Certificate 
III in Hairdressing will be completed at the Currie Street 
TAFE Campus. This qualification can provide Annie 
with 120 stage 2 credits towards her SACE. 

Year 11 student Maddy commenced her traineeship 
under a school-based contract of training. Her 
employer is Switched On Energy Solutions. She is 
working her way through her Certificate III in Business 
qualification. The qualification will earn Maddy up to 
70 stage 2 credits towards her SACE. 

A personalised interview can assist you to find out 
how a school based apprenticeship or traineeship 
can support your young person in their SACE and 
future employment pathway. Contact me to make an 
appointment with the Apprenticeship Broker, Vicki 
Bryant. 

Alex Turnbull
Leader Flexible Learning & VET 

World Challenge Training Camp

On the morning of April 
2 2017 our team packed 
their bags and headed off 
to Belair National Park. 
We spent two days there, 
talking, trekking (slightly), 
cooking canned spaghetti, 
acting out scenarios 
like a snake bite and cooking cement porridge (we 
still need some practice). All in preparation for the 
upcoming World Challenge Tour in December. 

It was a great weekend with lots of laughs and 
valuable learning experiences. Our training 
expedition leader was Pete, a British bloke who 
taught us the ins and outs of  visiting third world 
countries and what we will need to know. One of 
the best parts was being shown how to assemble a 
hammock, a surprisingly comfortable, relaxing bed 
choice, which feels like being in a cosy cocoon. Our 
team was able to bond and got us all excited for the 

real thing, which now seems 
so close. We hope there will 
be another training camp 
and are now desperate for 
December to arrive!

Cerys Evans
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Student Life Report

Newly established clubs have commenced as part 
of the Student Life program including: Business 
Club, Coffee Club, History Club, House of Cards, 
Penpals Club and Running Club with more additions 
in future as our opportunities expand thanks to the 
enthusiasm of Club Captains. Recent student clubs 
continue to thrive such as: Book Club, French Club, 
Astronomy Club, Hub Club and TED Talks Club. All 
students are encouraged to join a club to share their 
interests with friends from all year levels; improving 
wellbeing, teamwork and personal development.

Our engagement in both community programs and 
competitions has increased with a record 16 debating 
teams entering in both Debating SA and SADA, four 
Chess teams competing amongst three divisions, two 
Mock Trial teams who are enthusiastic to defend our 
winning title from last year and our Cycling Club who 
are working hard to prepare for the upcoming Pedal 
Prix races. 

In addition to these events students have also 
participated in the national public speaking 
competition Voice of Youth, YMCA Youth Parliament, 
Probus Schools’ Public Speaking competition and 
debated issues of international concern by attending 
UN Youth events. Connection with the outside 
community is also focused internally, as we are 
currently sharing elements of indigenous Australia 
with all students for national Reconciliation Week, 
debuting an array of events including guest speakers, 

Generations in Jazz

The Glenunga International High School Jazz Band 
made their second trip to the Generations in Jazz 
Festival in Mount Gambier from Friday 5 May to 
Sunday 7 May 2017. This year the recently formed 
Jazz Vocal Ensemble joined them. 

The weekend was outstanding with the students 
being privileged to attend many performances of 
celebrated local, national and international artists, 
including the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, James 
Morrison, Jazzmeia Horn, Gordon Goodwin, Wycliffe 
Gordon, Marian Petrescu, Oliver McGill, Mat Jodrell, 
Darren Percival, just to name a few!

The Jazz Band performed in Division 4 of the National 
Stage Band Awards and were placed 2nd in a field of 
19 other bands. The Vocal Ensemble gave a confident 
and entertaining performance for their first time in 
Division 3 of the National Vocal Ensemble Awards. 

Over 4000 students of all ages and from across 
the country performed over the weekend, with 
performances taking place in 10 different pavilions 
across the Generations in Jazz Festival Precinct. The 
event is certainly an experience that competing 
students and audiences are unlikely to forget.

Veronica Boulton
Music Teacher

CONGRATULATIONS
It gives me great pleasure to announce that on 
April 12 our Interschool Athletics Team won the 
A2 Competition!

As a result, we’ve now been promoted into the 
top tier A1 Division for 2018!

Our Girls Team won their competition, our Boys 
Team came 4th and we won the Overall Trophy.  
This is the 7th straight year we’ve won our 
division!!

Special thanks to our Head Coach, Robin 
Gorringe and Doru Francu, who trained the 
team in their own time for several weeks in 
the leadup to the event and Jetlynne Smart 
who assisted with marshalling and supervisory 
duties on the day.
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collaborative art projects, sports, screenings and 
social awareness activities.

Environment Club and World Wildlife Club will soon 
fundraise for WWF’s Wild Onesie week, whilst Cancer 
Council Club is hosting Australia’s Biggest Morning 
Tea. Oaktree Club recently concluded their Live Below 
the Line campaign as the highest fundraising school 
in SA for the second year running.  Students lived on 
$2 per day for 5 days to raise awareness and funding 
for education programs in developing countries. 
During Wellbeing Week clubs will be actively involved 
in events to support students physically and mentally. 
Lastly, during Week 8 of Term 2 the annual Refugee 
Week will feature a variety of activities and fundraisers 
coordinated by the ARA Youth Ambassadors.

Jackson Turner
Director of Student Life & Community ServiceSt
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Penpals Club

We are excited to 
announce Penpals Club 
has started this term and 
we’re really happy with 
the amazing turnout! 
We have begun letter 
writing to our chosen 
correspondents and 
our next activity will be 
writing to elderly people 
as part of the Burnside 
Aged Care program. Our goal is to encourage and 
revive letter writing, as personal letters are the nicest 
form of communication and receiving a letter in the 
mail is so exciting!

Ema Dennis & Masey Bishop 
Penpals Club Captains

Amnesty International

Amnesty International is a 
collective group of students who 
are passionate about supporting 
human rights and who hope 
to make a difference every 
Monday lunch. We are currently 
focussed on capital and corporal 
punishment around the world 

and the repercussions of state-sanctioned violence. 
We also have upcoming events running through 
Reconciliation Week, so we hope to see you there! 

Katie Cooper
Amnesty International

K-pop Club

K-pop Club welcomes everyone 
with an interest in Korean 
music and culture to meet in 
a friendly environment. As 
well as listening to music that 
ranges from new comebacks 
to golden classics, we will 
explore a broad variation 
of entertainment including 
choreographed dance with random play games and 
flash mobs, karaoke, and K-drama or variety show 
viewing. Regardless of fandom or experience, we’d 
love for new students to join us!  

Lin Ouyang, Netra Ramkumar & Serafina Yan 

Red Cross Youth Ambassadors 

This year the Red Cross Youth 
Ambassadors have been 
working hard to ensure we 
have as many blood donations 
as possible. Last Tuesday, we 
had our first blood drive with 
very eager students willing to 
give blood to save lives, and we are planning to have 
more blood drives every second week. We would 
like to get as many people involved as we can in this 
rewarding experience.

RED 25 Youth Ambassadors

The Debating Club

The Debating club has 
begun the year with 
a record 15 teams 
entering the Debating SA 
competition and another 
Year 10 team entering 
the SADA competition. 
The first round has been 
very successful for many 
teams, including some 
wins for teams debating 
for the first time. We are looking forward to another 
successful year of debating at Glenunga. 

Thea Martin 
Debating Club Captain
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LGBT+ S.A.F.E Club 

The LGBT+ S.A.F.E 
Club is a safe and 
inclusive space 
where all students 
can learn and discuss 
issues and terms 
regarding the LGBT+ 
community, as well 
as holding events 
promoting LGBT+ 
content such as the poetry book launch last term,and 
harmony and equality at our face painting stall on 
Sports/Harmony Day. On Friday Week 4 the LGBT+ 
S.A.F.E Club held a Day of Silence – an event where 
students take a pledge of silence for the entire day to 
stand up and support LGBT+ students who don’t feel 
they have a voice in school.

Jock Plastow 
LGBT+ S.A.F.E Club Captain

Cycling Club Captain

During Term 2 the Cycling Club 
has been heavily involved 
with the Pedal Prix team and 
getting the vehicle ready to 
be raced in late July. This has 
involved completely breaking 
down the bike and servicing it, 

fixing the fibreglass shell of the car so it can be painted, 
and getting a team of students ready to compete. We 
have also been contacting members of the community 
to sponsor the team. We have two races coming up on 
July 18 and 30 at Victoria Park Race Course.

Fraser Morgan 
Cycling Club Captain

It culminated with a mock debate, mimicking the style 
of the General Assembly at the United Nations. I found 
the conference an enriching experience; allowing me 
to encounter young people across South Australia who 
are equally as passionate about changing the world 
and I recommend that you apply to participate next 
March!

Robin Sinclair 
Year 12 Student

Music Theatre Club

This term Musical Theatre Club is busily preparing 
for this year’s musical The Little Mermaid! Since 
auditions in Term 1, the cast has been tirelessly 
attending rehearsals at lunchtime and after school, 
to learn the vocals, choreography and blocking for 
the show. The crew has also been heavily involved in 
set design, lighting, costumes, hair and makeup and 
props. The first order of fabric has been purchased 
and mermaid tails are now being constructed! The 
show will be performed for three nights only from 30 
August to 1 September. We hope to see you there!
   

Elizabeth Webb
Musical Theatre Club Captain

UN Youth Conference

From the 17 -  19 March, I attended the UN Youth 
Conference at Nunyara conference centre. The 
theme this year was Global Health and Development, 
specifically focussing on the harsh realities in 
developing countries such as their lack of access to 
healthcare and methods to improve this. We attended 
workshops, listened to an incredible panel of guest 
speakers such as an oncologist, the head of Sight for 
All, a charity that trains and sends ophthalmologists 
to impoverished nations in order to prevent blindness 
and provide treatment. 



Diary Dates
JUNE

8 IB & IGNITE Info Night

9 Student Life Assembly

12 Queens Birthday Public Holiday

13 Student Free Day

14-16 Wellbeing Week

16 Casual Day

19-23 Refugee Week

20-22 Year 10-12 Meningococcal 
Vaccinations

23 Last Day Year 11 & 12 Lessons

26-27 Year 11-12 SWOTVAC 

28 Year 11 & 12 Exams Begin

30 Year 10 Exams Begin 

JULY

5 Year 11 & 12 Exams Finish

6 Year 11 & 12 Exams Catch-up

6 Year 10 Exams Finish

7 Year 10 Exams Catch-up

7 Last Day Term 2

7 Year 12 Formal

STUDENT ABSENCES 
Email, SMS or call by 9:00am on the morning of 
the absence stating:
• Student’s Name
• Home Group
• Reason for absence

CONTACT OPTIONS

PH: 8 338 9756

Email: student.absences@gihs.sa.edu.au

SMS: 0447 100 212


