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I would like to welcome all our Glenunga 
families and in particular our new Year 8s and 
families of other new students to our first 
newsletter for 2017. 

Normally our newsletter comes out in Week 5 
but because of our website changeover there 
has been a slight delay. We hope that you have 
had an opportunity to visit our new website. If 
you would like to give feedback please contact 
Chrissie on christina.sorgini@gihs.sa.edu.
au. We are also exploring products that are 
compatible with our network but which will 
enable all forms to be sent from the school and 
responded to by families online.

While we are a large school we want every 
family to feel welcome, to know that they are 
an important part of our community and that 
their son or daughter being successful and 
happy is as important to us as it is to them!

The logistics involved starting the year with 
over 1700 students, their families and 150 staff

are huge but 2017 has begun very smoothly 
thanks to the ‘behind the scenes’ work by 
school staff and leaders. Over 500 family 
members packed the school gym attending 
the Year 8 ‘Meet the Home Group Teachers’ 
Evening and we had a very strong turn-out of 
parents for our Annual General Meeting (see 
Governing Council report on page 4). It is this 
level of family support that makes Glenunga the 
great school it aspires to be. Thank you to our 
families for your support. 

Our international connections were also on 
display with four students – Hanna Walker, 
William Richards; Ellie Bickerton and Andrea 
Ng accompanied by two staff members Fern 
Seacombe and Anna DeMinico – attending a 
student Global Summit in Japan and our Hosei 
Study Tour arriving. I also had the opportunity 
to spend a week co-chairing an accreditation 
for the Council of International Schools (CIS) in 
Melbourne. 

For our students and staff who travel overseas 
and those who host our international visitors 
it is an amazing - in many cases life-changing 
- experience. We encourage all families to 
get involved hosting overseas students in a 
short term Homestay or our overseas travel 
opportunities. 

We are delighted with our students quickly 
settling into school rhythms and demonstrating 
their understanding of Glenunga’s expectations 
related to their commitment to learning, 
attendance, behaviour and appearance. 
Students who are not able to deliver on these 
expectations are demonstrating that there 
is not a ‘good fit’ between themselves and 
Glenunga. They are wasting precious time with
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t. unnecessary coaching conversations and create 
friction between themselves and staff members. 
They may be more suited to a different type of 
environment and we are happy to explore this 
aspect.

Our Glenunga appearance expectations have the 
following key points: no visible jewellery, makeup 
or nail polish; no piercings; correct school shoes; 
and skirts no more than 10 cms above the top of 
the kneecap. The only exceptions are on religious/
cultural grounds: this requires an email from the 
family to the Principal who then provides a written 
exemption for the student which is listed on DayMap 
and sent to relevant teachers.

Our event-rich first five weeks also included: the 
Year 8 receiving their laptops and going on camp; a 
very successful Middle School Swimming Carnival; 
Year 11 University Orientation, Year 12 Wellbeing 
and Study Planning; IGNITE assessments for 2018; 
and the 2016 Duxes Celebration Assembly. 

Outstanding Year 12 Results
We were delighted with our SACE and IB results 
and would like to thank our dedicated staff for their 
expertise and commitment to helping every student 
achieve their personal best. Jeremy Cogan Head of 
Senior School has provided details of results on page 
5.

We were particularly pleased that in SACE we had 
our Dux Abhiram Hiwase score five merits, an ATAR 
of 99.95 and a Governor’s Award for outstanding 
results. Ten SACE students scored ATARs of 99+ and 
out of 1179 grades 84% were ‘A’ or ‘B’ grades. Our ‘A’ 
grades increased by 7% from 33% in 2015 (which was 
the highest to date) to 40% in 2016. 57 SACE Merit 
awards for perfect scores (20/20) were achieved 
with 37% of SACE students scoring an ATAR of 90+. 
We were also delighted with our small number of 
‘D’ and ‘E’ grades, 100% pass rate in all the SACE 
compulsory subjects, and 100% completion rate for 
SACE.

In the IB our Dux Jenny Tan scored a perfect score of 
45/45; fourteen students scored between 44 – 40 
out of a total of 45; and 40 students scored 86 merits 
(7/7 for the subject) placing them in the top 2% of 
IB students in the world. 67% of IB students scored 
ATARS of 95 or above which was a 2% increase on 
2015, 6% increase on 2014 and 8% on 2013.

Combining SACE and IB, 28% of our students 
scored an ATAR of 95+ with 48% scoring an ATAR 
of 90 or above compared with 44% in 2015. These 
sensational results don’t happen because students 
are gifted. It happens because our students work 
hard guided by expert teachers in a culture which 
focusses on learning and where every student is 

encouraged to stretch themselves to achieve their 
personal best.

Student Free Days
Our staff used Monday of Week 1 2017 to work 
collaboratively preparing for the new year and 
particularly focussed on the ongoing implementation 
of the newly developed Glenunga Pedagogical 
Framework for 21st Century Teaching and Learning. 
This year teachers are revamping every assessment 
tasks at every year level to ensure that they contain 
an appropriate level of intellectual challenge for 
all students, that the tasks are relevant to the 
world beyond school, and that students have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their 21st century skills. 

Last week on our Student Free Day staff continued 
this work focussing on the criteria for a ‘great’ 
task and rethinking homework in the context of 
21st century learning. In addition teachers are also 
implementing new curriculum as the Australian 
Curriculum moves into the Senior School and as the 
International Baccalaureate continues its ongoing 
process of renewal.

These were very worthwhile days in terms of 
improving the teaching and learning that is offered 
to students at Glenunga. Staff really appreciate 
our community’s support for these important 
professional learning opportunities.

Traffic in L’Estrange Street
Parents are asked not to drive into the schoolyard 
or park close to the L’Estrange Street gates when 
dropping or collecting students to enable safer 
traffic flows. Burnside Council has developed a 
parking brochure that has been sent to all families. 
Please familiarize yourself with traffic restrictions 
as Burnside Council employs plain clothes traffic 
inspectors who use their devices to record the rego 
numbers of offending vehicles. A number of parents 
have been surprised when they have received 
unannounced hefty fines for these traffic violations.

Staffing Changes
We are delighted to welcome the following new staff 
who have been appointed to our school:

Laura Betteridge English
Mark Stephenson Science/Physics
Chris Allan  HPE
Pamela Alexopoulos Maths
Katherine Baum  Hums/English
Tim Byers-Thomas Hums
Bahaa Ghobrial  Technologies
Alette Jacobs  French
Rob Love  Hums Leader
Nathanael Moss Maths
Andrianna Psalios Hums
Kevan Varley  Maths/Technologies



3

and to welcome back a range of excellent teachers:

Nikita Ahluwalia English
Daniel Becker   Science/Chemistry
Dean Humphray Hums
Veronica Boulton Music
Lauren Di Ciaccio Art
Ebony Dohnal  English
John Dunbar  Maths
Alicia Haddrick  Science
Claire Hocking  Maths/Technologies
Andrei Leucuta  HPE
Lalita Lopez  HPE
Darren Macolino Science
Paul Mildren   Yr 8 Sub School Leader
Lin Nie   Chinese
Wei Qu   Chinese
Mike Reilly  Hums
Jane Sawrey  English
Uma Sivakumar  Science/Chem
Josh Sykes  Maths
Tristan Vasilunas Teacher-Leader Ma/Tech
Rowan Vawser  Hums
Renee Wilks  Science/Biol/Nutrition
David Yanni  Science/Aviation

Families-School Communication
Our Parent Portal enables families to see the 
Assessment Schedules that show the key assessment 
tasks and their due dates for their student’s subjects. 
It also provides timetable, attendance and homework 
information as well as grades in real time as assessment 
tasks are marked. If you have any queries about the 
technical aspects of the portal please contact our 
Senior Leader on sherif.soliman@gihs.sa.edu.au.  

Earlier this year you would have received a ‘Who To 
Contact at Glenunga’ information sheet. Please use that 
information to email the specific person who can help 
if you have questions or concerns. If you need another 
copy of this information please contact Chrissie on 
christina.sorgini@gihs.sa.edu.au. Email contact with 
teachers is best because of their commitments during 
the school day. If you don’t get a response within one 
working day it may be because the teacher is absent or 
our system sometimes rejects incoming mail without 
letting anyone know. If this happens please email 
wendy.johnson@gihs.sa.edu.au. 

Remember if you are happy with what our school is 
offering please tell everyone and feedback to the staff 
concerned is always highly appreciated. If you are 
unhappy with any aspect of our teaching please tell 
me and we will work with you to resolve the concern.

Wendy Johnson
Principal
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Prefect Report 

This year the prefects have chosen a slightly different 
approach and are moving away from portfolios. This 
will allow for the agility needed in the 21st century, 
giving the twelve prefects the ability to be involved 
in multiple areas of interest. 

We are aiming to continue last year’s efforts in 
raising the profile of International Mindedness 
to ensure that it is exemplified throughout the 
Glenunga community. This will be done by working 
closely with the school’s International Mindedness 
Committee. The committee, along with other 
international matters, are led by Angela Qin and 
Donna Peng who are working with Ms Penna on 
a number of projects. We are currently aiming to 
further emphasise International Mindedness in all 
areas of school life, and in particular, Program X. 

Another key focus this year is Wellbeing, where we 
are taking a huge step forward. The prefects are 
working very closely with the school’s Wellbeing 
Team (including Amanda Walsh, Stephanie Bond, 
Martin Muuse and Steph Agnew). So far, with the 
Wellbeing Team’s help, the group has been able to 
organise a Council of Wellbeing, to be led by prefects 
and to include members from the school community. 

Whilst there are no ‘portfolios’ as such this year, there 
are still roles and titles for the different prefects. Kyla 
Sipthorp and Jesse Hansen are the Head Prefects 
for 2017 and have been working closely with Ms 
Johnson and the other Executive Leaders to organise 
the main priorities for the Prefect Body this year. 
They have a pivotal role in the organisation and 
maintenance of the group, as they ensure that the 
prefects adhere to the goals. They also operate with 
the Governing Council as the primary voice of the 
students. 

Layla Duckworth and Indigo Peek-Burns have been 
selected as the Prefect Heads of the Student Forum 
for 2017, and are well on their way to establishing 
the Forum members for the year. Their main goals 
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CONGRATULATIONS- Rhys Peden

Rhys has been awarded the Dame Roma Mitchell 
Scholarship for 2017. There are a number 
of criteria that Rhys had to meet, such as 
achievement level thus far, consistency, leadership 
skills, committment to the community and career 
aspirations. 

Rhys is deserving of this prestigious scholarship 
and we wish him all the best in his senior years at 
GIHS. 
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for the year involve the promotion and development 
of Wellbeing and International Mindedness in the 
school and being able to effectively engage the 
students in these areas. They are also responsible 
for the ongoing work in implementing 21st Century 
teaching and learning. 

Angela Qin and Donna Peng have oversight of the 
numerous international aspects of the school 
community, including support for International 
students, the International Mindedness Committee 
and the numerous foreign study tours. They’ll also 
be influential in re-developing Program X to reflect 
the importance of International Mindedness in the 
school.
Sports, Arts and Student Life has become a shared 
role with the main responsibilities being led by 
Madi Hurley, Midhun John, Drishti Gupta and Rhys 
Morgan, who have also been working to reshape and 
revitalize the upcoming Open Day. Communications 
have become a shared role, however, Dallas Rodgers 
has taken main responsibility for the bell and has 
even created the first whole school bell competition. 
To hold all of these ideas in place, Vi-Seth Bak has 
stepped up to be the first point of call in many 
of these projects, working collaboratively in the 
Open Day redevelopment, the Governing Council 
representation, and other Student Life matters.

Governing Council Report

Welcome staff, students and families to the 2017 
school year. We have a very full year ahead, focussing 
on strategic initiatives as well as supporting  Executive 
Leadership with the CIS accreditation. Any parents 
interested in getting involved, please visit the Our 
School tab on the School’s website

We would like to recognise the high academic 
achievements of the 2016 Year 12 graduates and 
wish them well for their future endeavours.  These 
achievements are a reflection of the exceptional 
teaching practice at the school, as well as the hard 
work, dedication, support and long nights put in by 
students, families and staff.  

AGM
The AGM took place on 27 February with a number 
of opportunities for parents to join the Governing 
Council.  This year we farewelled council members 
Ravi Muthukrishnan, Heather Webb, and Steve 
Wachtel.  The Council thanks them all for their 
contribution to the school and wishes them well in 
their future endeavours.

We were very fortunate to have a group of 14 very 
talented and committed parents stand for positions 
on the Governing Council.  Following elections we 
have invited interested parents to join the Council 

and sub-committees including Finance Advisory 
Committee, Project GRO and Community 
Engagement Committee.  We welcome all these 
parents and look forward to working with you all.
Our current governing council parent members are:

George Beltchev (Yr 12 student)
Christine Favre (Yr 9 student)
Jeanette Miller (Yr 11 student)
Felicity Playford (Yr 10, 12 students)
Michael Ketses (Yr 11 student)
Richard Wallace (Yr 11,12 students)
Stacey Pickett (Yr 8, 10 students) Fabienne Reily (Yr 
10 student)
Angela Fitzhenry (Proxy) (Yr 10 student)
Kay Johnston (Community Member) (Yr 11 student)
Carrie Huo (Community Member) (Yr 8 student)
Nam Nguyen (Community Member) (Yr 8 student) 
Kartik Shah (Community Member) (Yr 8 student)

Other Initiatives
The Governing Council is particularly pleased to be 
supporting the initiatives of the Wellbeing Team 
and the continued development and focus on the 
school values and on the health and resilience 
of our students.  The development of resilience 
and management of stress is helping our students 
both to get great academic resultsand to also set 
them up with skills for life after Glenunga. The 
Council continues to support our Student Capacity 
Management plan and appreciates all the work 
that goes in behind the scenes to ensure that we 
welcome eligible students to Glenunga ensuring 
that they have the facilities, space, teacher time and 
experience that gives them the best opportunities 
when they leave school.

Leadership Development
Many of the school’s activites develop leadership 
skills in our students.  You may not be aware that 
the Governing Council supports the school in 
ongoing training and development for teachers, 
leadership and administration staff and as a result 
we have an exceptionally well managed school.  
Further, GIHS is gaining a deserved reputation for 
developing leadership potential in both teaching 
and administrative staff and these staff members 
go on to share their skills and expertise across the 
whole sector.  An example the council would like to 
recognise is the work of Steve Milliken, our Business 
and IT Manager, in developing School Financial 
Management System (SFMS), a system that provides 
useful financial information for schools, allowing 
them to manage their staffing costs effectively 
for the first time.  Steve has been working with 
finance teams from six other large high schools to 
implement and coach them in using this system.  The 
feedback from the trial schools that we have is that 
they are exceptionally pleased to have access to this 
system and to have access to Steve’s knowledge and 
expertise. We were also both thrilled for, and sad to
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have lost Peter Kuss who won a Principal position 
at Golden Grove High School from his Director of 
Studies and Deputy Principal role here at GIHS. 

Subcommittee News
Glenunga Resourcing Options or Project GRO

GRO is continuing to explore a range of resourcing and 
funding options with an initial focus on developing 
the grounds of the school into 21st century outdoor 
learning areas. 

Finance Advisory Committee
The FAC meets monthly and helps monitor and 
ensure good governance of the school’s finances. 
The committee is comprised of leadership, staff and 
parents and always welcomes new members.  

Community Engagement Committee 
The newly formed Community Engagement 
Committee held its first meeting in February.  
Upcoming activities include helping with the Year 
8 dinner, a parent presence at Sports Day and 
preparing for the Quiz Night which will be held on 
Saturday 3rd June.

More details about the Quiz Night will come soon, 
however if you have a business that would like to 
donate a prize or would like to help with organising 
the Quiz Night please contact Kay Johnston on 
kayjohn62@bigpond.com.

This group meets monthly on a Tuesday night 
and welcomes any parents who would like to get 
involved.

Finally we welcome any Governing Council 
comments, concerns, questions or feedback.  Our 
contact details are on the school website and we 
would love to hear from you.

Felicity Playford
Governing Council Secretary

SACE & IB Results

Our Year 12 results were outstanding in 2016. Five 
students received a perfect ATAR of 99.95. Jenny Tan 
achieved a perfect 45 out of 45 for the IB Diploma 
while Abhiram Hiwase achieved five merits and a 
Governor’s Award.

However, as always at Glenunga we are proud of our 
students and we want them to be proud of achieving 
their Personal Best.

DUX of SCHOOL 
Jenny Tan- IB Diploma Female Dux
45 points out of 45 (ATAR of 99.95). 

Marcel Chee- IB Diploma Male Dux
 44 points out of 45 (ATAR of 99.95).

Abhiram Hiwase- SACE Male Dux
Perfect ATAR of 99.95, 5 Merits in SACE and 
Governor’s Award.

Sophie Richter- SACE Female Dux 
ATAR of 99.9 (including university subjects) and 3 
Merits in SACE.

Please see below students who received an ATAR of 
95 or above. 

Sae Hyun Kim     99.95
Yuze Zhai    99.95
Hal Frigaard    99.8
Priyyanca Ragunath   99.8
Fiona Thoi    99.6
Tim Gan     99.5
Harshit Phogat    99.5
Ming Xiang Phang   99.45
Cathy Vuong     99.45
Chandula Seneviratne   99.25
Megan Khaw    99.1
Elise Elmendorp    99.1
Hongye Lan    99.1
Jiayi Li     99.1
Patrick O’Neill    99.1
Mengfei Yin     99.1
Nikolas Flourentzou    99
Alvin Kin-Long Yeung    98.9
Fabian Circelli    98.75
Kimiko Krumbiegel   98.75
Christabel Lau     98.75
Fiona Qin     98.65
Michael Yick     98.65
Jackson Francis    98.6
Bhumika Nekar     98.6
Sherry Gerges    98.55
Jack Chen     98.35
Sarah Candeloro   98.3
Rose Beltchev    98.25
Yan Fang    98.25
Anne Rong     98.25
Aidan Roach     98.25
Virag Katalin    98.25
Li Sichen    98.25
Elliott Coleman     98.25
Cheuk Wai Yeung    98.25
Courtney Aspinall   98.15
Amal George     98.15
Natalie Kanter     98.15
Sebin Lee    98.1
Nephele Buchanan   97.95
Matthew Albrecht   97.9
Anha Jhuremalani   97.9
Albert-Ngabo Niyonsenga  97.9
Madeleine Perrett   97.9
Yeongin Yun     97.9
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IB Results

2016 seems like a long time ago now but we can’t 
let it go without recognising the outstanding 
achievements of our IB class of 2016.

63 students completed their Diploma with an 
average score of 36 / 45. This is an ATAR of 95.85. 
23 other students successfully completed one IB 
subject as a part of their SACE.

The female Dux was Jenny Tan who achieved a 
perfect IB score of 45. The male Dux was Marcel Chee 
who scored 44. 14 students received Certificates of 
Distinction from The IB Schools Australasia (IBSA) in 
recognition of scoring 40 or more points. 67% scored 
an ATAR of 95 or more and 81% scored 90 or more.

The IB Diploma is about much more than simply 
achieving high grades and we are very proud of 
our part in helping these students to become well 
rounded individuals who are ready to go on to the 

Winston Li    97.75
Mark Sredojevic    97.75
Cooper Harrod    97.7
Alan Abraham    97.65
Lauren Aspinall    97.65
Ron Koifman     97.55
Zachary Knopoff    97.5
Nha-Uyen Tran     97.5
Steven Chen     97.35
Edward Cockcroft    97.35
Meaghan Gibbs    97.35
Phuong Nguyen    97.35 
Ziyu Wu     97.35
Joshua Moore    97.3
Jae Lian Yeo    97.2
Ugyeong Lee    97
Lisa Du     96.95
William Wong     96.85
Taehwan Jung    96.75
Ann-Phuong Nguyen   96.75
Arabella Connell   96.4
Sofija Smiljanic    96.4 
Michael Kudinoff   96.3
Lana Giameos     96.15
Phoebe Hill    96.05
Malvika Hemanth   95.95
Xinyu Bai     95.85
Jennifer Lin     95.85
Jieyang Qi    95.85
Adelaide Xerri    95.85
Kevin Yang     95.85
Yuanjing Zhao    95.85
Olivia Loxton     95.8
Halima Nalaye    95.7
Robyn Davies     95.3
Sofia Budnikova    95.15
Zhengxu Cheng    95.15
Abbas Kazmi    95.15
Rebecca Leung    95.15
Sorrel Salb    95.15
Rachel Tan    95.15
Cindy Tay    95.15
Alinda Tunc    95.15
Dawei Yang     95.15
Janna Elise Hui-Qian Loh    94.8  
Divya Narayan     94.8
Leonard Henrik Steiner    94.8  
Parthey Bhatt    94.75  
Jeniece Amerie Van Heer  94.75
Mollie Rebecca Verstegen   94.75
Claire Beatrice Muecke   94.55
Alen Dervisevic    94.2
Lakota Venditto    94.2  
Angeli Patrice Damodaran   94.05  
Yixuan Fan    94.05  
Xiaolin Feng    94.05 
Svathi Gunasekaran    94.05 
 

Li-shern Sim    94.05 
Vidit Thakkar    94.05
Rebekah Joy Rice   94 
George Nicholas Hassouros  93.8 
Charlotte Drummond Sweeny  93.8 
Jaco Yang    93.75  
Georgia Rose Kolberg    93.45 
Justin Lee    93.25  
Vera Liu     93.25
Viet Lam    92.95
Wui Kei Yung    92.85
Heng Yong Benjamin Wong  92.8  
Gabrielle Sjaan Duykers    92.65  
Christian Matthew Paul Tarzia   92.65  
Anna Kate Begg     92.55  
Hannah Ruth Griffin    92.55 
Reece Mitchell De Zylva  92.4 
Jia Shing Chang     92.1
Karishma Jay Ravindran   91.75  
Komidi Hansali Dias   91.65 
Adhyanth Rajesh   91.65  
Katherine Lu Shi    91.4  
Min Jee Park    91.35  
Glenda Yan-Li Lim   90.9  
Uyen Ngoc Huong Tran    90.9  
Tianyu Wen    90.9  
Uday Mitra    90.8
Natalie Tze-Lan Jong   90.7 
Matthew Teh     90.55 
Daniel Victor Agermann   90.45  
Marie Su Yii Thong   90.45  
Zoe Fisher    90.2  
Polina Mazonka    90.2 
Christina Liang    90.05
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Student Life

2017 has already established two new student led 
clubs. It is with great excitement that we welcome 
the Book Club and French Club to our Student Life 
family. With this diverse range of clubs and groups 
there is a place for every student to share their 
interests with friends from all year levels whilst 
improving their wellbeing with positive experiences. 

2016 data indicated a participation increase to 35% 
of all students being involved in a club, twice the 
amount since 2014. Come & Try Week occurred 
during Week 4 and was heavily promoted by clubs 
to continue encouraging all students to visit a club of 
interest to them. New members are always welcome 
year-round; students can get involved in the dynamic 
array of opportunities simply by visiting meetings 
which include creativity, culture, events, leadership 
and teamwork. 

This year Harmony Day will be integrated into Sports 
Day on Tuesday 21 March. The theme for Harmony 
Day is ‘Everyone Belongs’. As harmony is included 
in our school values, every effort is being made to 
ensure both Harmony Day and Sports Day are an 
enormous success with a focus on participation 
and inclusion for all students regardless of their 
sporting ability. Student Life clubs have organized 
over 10 stalls for the school to enjoy and our event 
is registered on the official Harmony Day national 
website.

During Term 1 we have signed up 2 teams to 
participate in the 2017 Mock Trial Competition, last 
year Glenunga was the first Public School to win the 
title in 15 years.

In addition to Debating SA our enthusiastic debating 
teams are also entering into the SADA competition 
this year, grand finalists will have the opportunity to 
compete in nationals. Debating sign ups are open 
until mid March and we are still seeking students to 
fill teams.

Youth Ambassador leadership programs with 
partner organisations will commence this term, 
these include associations with ARA, Cancer Council, 
Oaktree and RED 25. 

Jackson Turner
Director of Student Life & Community Service

Sports Report

TERM 2/3 WINTER SPORT SIGNUP
The Term 2/3 Winter Sport Signup is now open.  
Consent forms have been emailed to all students 
and can now be collected from the table outside the 
Sports/Student Life Office. Places in teams aren’t 
reserved until the signed consent form is returned 
with payment to the Finance Office.

The list of sports available for participation include:

BOYS 
Football AFL – Wednesday Afternoons
Table Tennis Mixed – Friday Afternoons
Hockey Mixed – Saturday Mornings
Basketball – Saturday Mornings
Soccer – Saturday Mornings

GIRLS
Soccer – Tuesday Afternoons
Netball – Wednesday Afternoons
Football AFL – Thursday Afternoons
Table Tennis Mixed – Friday Afternoons
Hockey Mixed – Saturday Mornings

Please note: practice schedule won’t be known until 
coaches are confirmed and refunds are only issued 
in exceptional circumstances such as long term 
illness or injury.

OPEN BOYS KO CRICKET  - ROUND 1
Congratulations to our Open Boys KO Cricket team 
who defeated Brighton Secondary in the first round 
of their competition.  The game was a 35 over one 
day game and saw GIHS bat first, making 9/99 on 
a very soft and patchy outfield where players were 
not getting value for shots.  Year 10 Levi Esvelt was 
the star with the bat making 36 not out.  In reply, 
Brighton were all out for 55.  The main destroyer with 
the ball was Year 12 Luke Faccini who took 3 wickets, 
followed up by John Bliss and Rithik Dias who both 
took 2 wickets apiece.  The team will host Reynella 
East in the second round of the competition later on 
in Term 1.  Special thanks to parent Baz Norris who 
coached the team on the day.

TERM 2/3 KO SAPSASA SPORT
Term 2/3 KO (SAPSASA) Sport signup will be 
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conducted via email in the coming weeks.  The list of
sports available will be confirmed in the email.  Trials 
will be held to select all teams.

Craig Rainsford
Director of Sport

next part of their lives and become fine citizens and 
leaders in the future.

Finally I need to recognise the outstanding efforts of 
the IB teaching and support team and the families 
who supported the students on their challenging 
journey.

Mark Grantham
IB Diploma Coordinator
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World Vision Club
World Vision Club contributes towards ending 
poverty by fundraising throughout the year with 
stalls at Sports Day, Infinite Echo, and International 
day. We write letters to our three sponsor children 
and in turn they communicate to us about their lives. 
It is a fulfilling and rewarding experience to know 
that we are involved in changing the lives of our 
peers residing in developing countries. Our major 
event for 2017 is the 40 HOUR FAMINE campaign, 
which concludes with a school lock in event as we 
celebrate our efforts for giving up an important 
luxury for 40 hours and donating all proceeds to 
World Vision’s vital work overseas to establish food 
security and education programs.

Lucy Giblot-Ducray, Chelsea Herana
World Vision Club Captains

Table Tennis Club
Welcome to the Glenunga Table Tennis Club! An 
opportunity for all table tennis beginners and 
enthusiasts to learn and share their Table Tennis 
experiences! With the addition of new students to 
GIHS each year that increasingly demonstrate their 
desire to learn and play Table Tennis, a growing 
sport throughout the world. At GTTC we welcome 
players of all levels to play, talk and meet other 
players at lunch and other events to spread the 
thrill that is playing Table Tennis! Even if you are a 
complete beginner, come visit and meet some of our 
friendly members! This year we intend to organise a 
tournament for all students to participate.

The LGBT + S.A.F.E Club
The LGBT+ S.A.F.E Club is a safe and inclusive space 
for students to learn and discuss issues and terms 
in the LGBT+ community. Over the year we plan 
to have presentations and discussions on certain 
topics such as bisexuality, the gender spectrum 
and LGBT+ people in the media. During Term 1, 
Week 8 on Friday the club will be holding a book 
launch celebrating a poetry anthology written by 
Maz Howard, a Year 11 student at our school. There 
will be some poetry readings, food plus copies of 
the book will be available for a small donation with 
all money going to S.A.F.E Schools, a government 
organisation supporting the LGBT+ community in 
schools. Feel free to come along to 3EG03 on Fridays 
to participate in the club!

Jock PLastow and Gemma Bird
LGBT+ S.A.F.E Club Captains

The Sanctuary Club
The Sanctuary Club is all about having a friendly 
and happy atmosphere not only within the school, 
but within all of Glenunga. We discuss about ways 
to manage one’s stress in a creative and enjoyable 
manner. It is the best place to meet new people and 
have a relaxing time.

We are also big believers in advocating the 
importance of mental wellbeing, so we are going to 
fundraise for BeyondBlue and produce study-relief 
packs during the stressful exam preparation time.

This term, we are selling nuggets on Harmony & 
Sports Day and going on an excursion. We hope to 
see you at the Sanctuary Club!

Natsu Endo,
Sanctuary Club Captain 
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Oaktree Club
This term, Oaktree is getting ready for our major 
fundraising event ‘Live Below the Line’ which starts 
on the 1 May. The event challenges participants to 
eat on $2 a day for five days in order to gain firsthand 
experience of what poverty is like. The club will 
be raising money through a casual day and other 
fundraisers throughout the term. Money fundraised
will go towards children’s education across the 
Asia-Pacific. Last year, the club raised over $8,000 – 
an amount we want to beat this year through the 
support of the wider Glenunga community. 

Giang Le, Erin Hall
Oaktree Club Captains

Debating Club
Debating Club is the perfect opportunity for anyone 
looking to gain confidence, develop their public 
speaking skills and make new friends! The club 
operates with Debating SA, the South Australian 
organisation that coordinates inter-school debates 
every three weeks! In teams of 4-5, modern and 
trending topics are given out with a side to debate 
on. Glenunga is a dedicated debating school, with 
over 60 students in 13 teams participating in 2016. 
In Term 2 debates commence and we will begin team 
meetings to progress our writing and persuasive 
skills. Students can collect a consent form from 
Student Life and return by the end of Week 7. No 
prior experience is required in any year level and we 
have many enthusiastic Year 8’s keen to join in. We 
hope to see you debating soon.

Cerys Evans, Thea Martin, Karolina Kocimska, 
Sanjana Menon

Debating Club Captains

K-pop
Kpop Club welcomes everyone with an interest in 
Korean music and culture to meet and converse in a 
friendly environment. Our meetings are responsive 
to members’ suggestions which generally include 
sharing music from different groups and artists, 
learning choreographed dances, and watching 
Korean dramas and movies. K-pop Club is a laid-
back environment where everyone can share 
their love for Korean music and culture. As well as 
listening to music that ranges from new comebacks 
to golden classics, we will explore a broad variation 
of entertainment including choreographed dance 
with random play games and flash mobs, karaoke, 
and K-drama or variety show viewing. Regardless of 
fandom or experience, we’d love for you to join us!  

Netra Ramkumar, Lin Ouyang, Serafina Yan
Kpop Club Captains

Cycling Club
Going into 2017 the Cycling Club Is working to service 
the School’s Pedal Prix bike for our first race in June. 
We will also be continuing the work we started last 
year of fixing bikes to donate to the charity Bikes 
For Refuges, an organisation that donates bikes to 
people from refugee backgrounds who are now 
settled citizens of Australia. On this note we are 
always looking for bike donations, therefore if you 
have an old unloved bike that requires restoration 
please email Fraser Morgan at fraser.morgan@gihs.
sa.edu.au

Fraser Morgan
Cycling Club Captain
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Year 8 Camp
The first week of high school was a busy and exciting time for our Year 8 students - meeting lots of new people, 
setting-up new laptops, navigating the busy halls and finding their feet in a new environment. Students managed 
this transition exceptionally well and the cohort has made a very positive start to their high school journey. 

In Week 2, Year 8 Students attended an overnight camp at Mylor Adventure Camp in the Adelaide Hills.  It was a 
fantastic opportunity for students to form new friendships, strengthen existing relationships and enjoy interacting 
outside of the school environment. During the day, students participated in team building activities designed to 
stretch them beyond their comfort zones, and it was wonderful to see them supporting each other through these 
challenges. These included balancing on the high ropes, screaming their lungs out on the giant swing, crawling 
through mud on the challenge course, recovering dropped paddles while canoeing, testing their strength while 
bouldering and getting their team across water on makeshift bridges and rafts. 

Year 11 Peer Support students have done an excellent job of supporting our Year 8 students during this first week 
and during the camp. They provided encouragement throughout the team building activities and organised and 
led evening activities that further fostered positive relationships between students. It has been wonderful to see 
students return from camp having formed stronger relationships with their teachers, peer support leaders and 
other students. We look forward to seeing their confidence and sense of belonging in the school community 
continue to grow. 

Kylie Johnson and Paul Mildren
Year 8 Sub School Leaders
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On Friday 17 February Year 8, 9, and 10 students competed in the annual swimming carnival at the South Australian 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre at Marion.
 
Over 850 students attended a competitive and close fought Inter House Carnival. Staff members and students were 
treated to enthusiastic participation throughout the day in traditional swimming and fun novelty events.

Swimming races (Freestyle, Breaststroke, Backstroke and Butterfly) were extremely well supported by students. 
Contests occurred in 50 and 25m events with points contributing towards Year Level Champions and House 
competition. There were plenty of individual records broken on the day. Catherine Zhoa broke records in the Year 9 
Girls 50m Breaststroke (39.84secs) and 50m Freestyle(29.84secs). Alex Karpov set new records in Year 10 Boys 50m 
Breaststroke(34.76secs) and Open Boys 50m Butterfly (30.80 secs). Masha Gvozdeva also set a new mark in the Open 
Girls 50m Butterfly (31.11). What great efforts by some of our elite swimmers!

Non-swimmers and other Yearr 8, 9 and 10 students competed in novelty events after lunch including Boogie Board 
Relay, Slam Dunk, Lifesaver Rescue and Change Clothes Relay. Some events were especially designed for non-swimmers 
and all those competitors had to wear Personal Floatation Devices before they entered the water.

Unfortunately, the House Captains again won the final event of the day (4x25m Relay) with the gallant teachers’ team 
finishing a close 2nd.

Year level Swimming Champions were announced at the conclusion of the meet and awarded GIHS Sporting Medallions.

The stand out competitors were: 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Year 8 Girls Year 8 Boys Year 9 Girls Year 9 Boys Year 10 Girls Year 10 Boys

1st- Ella Weir 
Fire

2nd- Matylda Jasko 
Earth

3rd- Ellen McCusker 
Fire

1st- Oliver Cooke 
Fire

2nd- Charlie Conybeare
Air

3rd- Eril Hensley 
Water

1st- Catherine Zhao 
Earth

2nd- Stella Benger 
Air

3rd- Hannah Podnar
Water

1st- Finlay Twining 
Earth

2nd- Karl Bolzon 
Air

3rd- Thomas Qaresima 
Water

1st- Masha Gvozdeva 
Fire

2nd- Fin Menz 
Water

3rd- Emily Steven 
Earth

1st- Alex Karpov 
Fire

2nd- Liam Slunjski 
Air

3rd- Nicholas McCarthy 
Air

The House trophy was a closely fought contest throughout the day. Students attended in House colours and cheered 
enthusiastically throughout the swimming and novelty events.  Fire House, led by very well organized student leaders, 
pulled away from the other teams in the final events to win the Swimming House Trophy.  Well done to all the House 
Leaders for their efforts in organizing their teams and assisting carnival staff. 

FINAL HOUSE POINTS
 FIRE 1101     WATER 987 EARTH 937

Thank you to the Physical Education staff for all their assistance from early in the morning of the event until well after 
all students had departed the Swim Centre. Thank you to all the other staff who assisted in a variety of capacities on 
the day, before and after the carnival. Staff expertise in key roles assured another smooth and efficient swim meet. 
Special thank you to Lucinda who greatly assisted the clerical preparation for this event. 

Congratulations again to all students and House Leaders who were involved with the Swimming Carnival. Again Aquatic 
Centre staff praised the behavior of our student cohort throughout the day.

A school team has been selected to compete at the Secondary Schools Swimming Carnival on Tuesday 8th March at 
6.30am at SA Aquatic and Leisure Centre. Best of luck everybody! 

Rex Wright
Health / Physical Education/ School Sports Coordinator
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On the 17 February, the Year 11 cohort visited 
UniSA (City West Campus), where we were given an 
excellent introduction of UniSA, the courses offered, 
prerequisites and how we will get the most out of 
being a student there. 

Students were taken on a tour around the City West 
Campus, where we were introduced to the facilities 
provided such as Metal, Woodworks and Electronics 
work-areas, the Jeffrey Smart Building and outside 
the new auditorium. 

Students then attended a range of workshops 
offered; psychology, commerce, engineering and 
mechatronics. At the psychology workshop, students

IGNITE Trip

On the 10 December 2016 the IGNITE home groups 
of 8.00 and 10.10 went on a trip to Canberra to 
visit various iconic, artistic and scientific sites 
of Australia’s capital. We focussed on the idea 
of Australia advancing from the Lucky Country 
towards the Clever Country. We visited sites of great 
importance to experience this change for ourselves.

Before the trip we researched and discussed the 
Franklin River debate of 1978, in order to further 
analyse the subject in the High Court of Australia. 
We discussed constitutional laws before acting the 
debate out at the Museum of Democracy, also known 
as the Old Parliament House. We also went to the 
New Parliament House to participate in a role play to 
see how politicians discuss matters concerning the 
country.

We visited art galleries, such as the National Gallery 
and the National Portrait Gallery that displayed 
many different styles of art over the ages, allowing 
us to view the idea of Australia as the Clever Country 
from an artistic view point and seeing how the 
art and culture of Australia has been developed. 
Since our trip’s focus was on Australia developing 
into the Clever Country, we visited many sites of 
scientific and educational significance, such as the 
Australian National University, Questacon and the 
Ian Potter Foundation, whose purpose is to educate 
and interest students about science. Others, such as 
Geoscience Australia and Mt Stromlo Observatory 
are tasked with the responsibility of gathering data 
for the government as well as the public. We also 
engaged with Dr Vivien Bonazzi, a specialist Science 
speaker who amazed us with her inspiring knowledge 
and the story of her path to become a scientist. 

We visited iconic sites of cultural and environmental 
significance as well as sites of remembrance in order 
to truly understand the path that is being paved for 
Australia to move on from being the Lucky Country. 
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The National Arboretum displays over 48000 
interesting plants and trees in total. The Embassy 
Row tour displays all types of different building 
designs and structures from around the world, each 
one accompanied by the meaning or significance. 
The ANZAC Parade walk is grand and majestic, 
as we learnt about the stories of the soldiers that 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for this country. The War 
Memorial displayed all sorts of stories and artefacts 
from the wars that were fought over the years, 
engraving the respectable establishment deeply into 
our memories. We learnt stories of how Australian 
coins were made and Royal Mint, viewing Australia’s 
progress from a more economic point of view.

Our trip was inspiring and enjoyable, with many 
relaxing activities like the AMF Bowling and the Quiz 
night that deepened bonds between friends, all the 
while forming new friendships. The teachers and 
staff of the hotel were extremely helpful and we are 
forever grateful for their dedication, time and effort.

Yian Zhao     
Home Group 8.00
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School Immunisation Program 2017

All Year 8 students will be offered:
• 1 dose of Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine. 
Please Note: A single dose of chickenpox vaccine is 
recommended for students less than 14 years of age. 
If the student is 14 years of age or older, a second dose 
is recommended 4 weeks after the first dose to receive 
adequate protection. This second dose is not free and is 
available at a cost from your Doctor or Council immunisation 
clinic.

• A full course (3 doses) of Human Papilloma Virus vaccine 
Gardasil. 
These vaccines will be offered over 3 separate visits. 

• 1 dose of Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (Whooping Cough) 
- Boostrix vaccine

Day Date Detail
HPV, Varicella, dTpa- Year 8 
Wednesday
Thursday

29/03/17
30/03/17

Vaccines administered:
1st HPV & Varicella

Tuesday 
Wednesday

30/05/17
31/05/17

Vaccines administered:
2nd HPV & dTpa

Tuesday
Wednesday

24/10/17
25/10/17

Vaccines administered:
3rd HPV 

Meningococcal B Vaccine Herd Immunity Study- Year 10, 
11,12
Wednesday
Thursday  
Friday

03/05/17
04/05/17
05/05/17

1 Dose Meningococcal B 
Vaccine
1 Throat Swab 
Each student to complete a 
one page Questionnaire

Tuesday 
Wednesday
Thursday

20/06/17
21/06/17
22/06/17

1 Dose of Meningococcal B 
Vaccine

conducted an experiment to see if the difference 
between Pepsi and Coca Cola could be identified by 
taste, whereas students in the commerce workshop 
discussed entrepreneurship. 

After lunch, we assembled at the lecture theatre, 
where our school psychologist, Ms Bond, addressed 
us on the importance of sleep, stress management 
and help offered within the school. 

Overall, the day turned out to be a fruitful experience 
and provided great insight into what university is 
like. A huge thank you to everyone at the campus, 
Mr Marino, Ms Di Ciaccio, Ms Penna and our home 
group teachers, all of whom made the day so 
enriching. 

Imanthi Illeperuma and Sanjana Menon 
Year 11 Student Leaders

For further enquiries and information please contact 
Eastern Health Authority. 



Diary Dates
MARCH

10 STUDENT FREE DAY
13 Adelaide Cup Public Holiday
21 Harmony Day
21 Sports Day
29-30 Year 8 Vaccinations
30 IGNITE & IB Information 

Night
31 Open Day

APRIL

13 Last Day Term 1
14 Good Friday

MAY

1 Start Term 2
1 Student-Parent-HG Teacher 

Conferences
3-5 Year 10-12 Vaccinations
9-12 NAPLAN
12 Celebration Assembly
19 School Tour
24 Student-Parent-Subject 

Teacher Conferences
30-31 Year 8 Vaccinations

STUDENT ABSENCES 
Email, SMS or call by 9:00am on the morning of 
the absence stating:
• Student’s Name
• Home Group
• Reason for absence

CONTACT OPTIONS

PH: 8 338 9756

Email: student. absences@gihs.sa.edu.au

SMS: 0447 100 212

Keep your kids smiling             SA Dental Service 
                                                

Have you received a letter from Medicare about 
the Child Dental Benefits Schedule?
The School Dental Service is a Child Dental 
Benefits Schedule provider. 

Dental care is FREE for ALL babies,
preschool and most children under 18
years at School Dental Service clinics.

Call now for an appointment. 
Your clinic is: Linden Park School Dental Clinic
Phone: 8379 8707

 

                                 

                                                                                                                                                          

Advance Notice – ICAS Digital Technologies 
test at GIHS.  

ICAS is an independent, skills-based assessment 
program which recognises and rewards student 
achievement. ICAS is unique, being the most 
comprehensive generally available suite of academic 
assessments for primary and secondary school 
students. The assessments includes the Digital 
Technologies test which will be run on Tuesday, 23 
May 2017 for students who are in Years 8,9 & 10.  .

If you are interested and want more information, 
watch this video: https://youtu.be/Yi6n1sHikvQ. 
Please e-mail digital.technologies@gihs.sa.edu.au 
for more information.

Payments must be made by Friday 24 March 2017. 


